THE) 


HISTORICAL 


General Department, 


LETTERS OF GEN. JOSEPH REED TO 


GEN. IRVINE. 
_ I sEnp you for publication a few letters 
from the then Executive of Pennsylvania, 
Gen. Joseph Reed, to Gen. Irvine, apposite 
to the present times, inasmuch as they relate, 
for the most part, to the difficulties expe- 
rienced in recruiting the armies of the Revo- 
lution ; the more creditable to those who did 
enlist, and, amid the discouragements that 
surrounded them, battled through the war, 
without the sordid incentives now so neces- 
sary to the recruitment of our present 
armies. Think of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia with a war on her hands, and only 
$3000 in the Treasury! Respectfully, 
W. A, Irvine. 


Puriap., Noy, 16th, 1778. 

Dear Sir 
Tho I am very much engaged in other! 
Business I cannot let Gen, Armstrong go! 
to Carlisle without acquainting you of the | 
Steps I have taken upon your,Claim. On| 
my Return from Camp I made due Inquiry | 
& found that Gen. Hand had been pro-| 
moted in the Manner then suggested viz. | 
upon the Nomination of North Carolina. 
Being satisfied of this in making Report 
to Congress & recommending General Of- 
ficers in the:-Name of the Committee I 
stated the several Facts which the Dele- 
gates of North Carolina admitted were 
truly stated, but declared they could not 
consent to receive Gen. 
O.licer.—I then stated Col. Magaw & your- 
self as standing next in order of rank. 
That Col. Magaw being a Prisoner, if a 
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Brigadier was indispensably necessary at 
present as Gen, Washington intimates you 
stood intitled, but in this case Col. Magaws 
tight should be saved either by Agree- 
ment between yourselves or by express 
Reservation, as it would be a great Injus- 
tice that a good Officer should lose his 
Right by the mere Fortune of War. The 
Generosity of your own Mind I am sure 
will lead you to approve this Rule of my 
Conduct.—Thus the Matter stands—Caro- 
lina says she will not have Gen'. Hand— 
Pennsylvania should say & I trust will, 
that having nominated him she must be 
bound by her Nomination or the Rights 
of others will be invaded. Gen. Hand’s 
Merit as an Officer is not questioned, it is 
a Question more affecting to the States of 
Carolina & Pennsylvania, than a personal 


Question. 


I have not now the Honour of a Seat in 
Congress but as far as lays in my Power 
shall convey the Sentim's I have expressed 


‘to those who succeed me & hope they will 


have their due Weight. 
I am with much Esteem, Sir 
Youf most obed. & very 
Hbble Serv. 
Jos. ReExp. 


Puiuap., Aug. 8, 1779. 

Dear Sir 

I am indebted to you for two Favours 
which I shall now endeavour to discharge 
with one; An Indisposition of some Days 
& Moving to anew House having kept me 
s I send you inclosed an 
Answer from Col. Nicola on the subject of 
the Invalids in which if he is not mistaken 
in Facts he seems to account for his Pro- 
|cedure better than I expected. 

The Reduction of Stony Point has every 
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Particular of Time, Manner, & Circum-|Term of Service should be a compleat 
stance to recommend it & reflects such| Year if not more from the Time of joining 
Credit on our Arms as I think will have/the Regiment. 

lasting Effects. I am rejoiced our Officers) I wish I had more Leisure to lay my 
had so great a Share in it, as it reflects|Sentiments before the publick on the Duty 
Honour upon the State. Had the medi-/& propriety of providing for the Officers 
tated Design on the other Point taken|& Soldiers—it is the only Subject on 
Effect the Consequences would have been| which I trouble the News Papers, & the 
decisive for the Campaign—We are well|same Causes for not answering your Let- 
satisfied here. You ask me what may be/ter have operated to prevent my prose- 
depended on as to Cloathing, & I will|cuting it—added to this, that the News 
answer you freely, depending that you|Papers have been very much engross¢ by 
will only disclose it when you know it may|the Party writers. I shall resume it as 
be done with Propriety—As to getting it|soon as my Health will admit. I congratu- 
in this Place it is impracticable, either the|late you upon the favourable Accounts 
Merchants have it not, or it is put out of|from the West Indies—Grenada undoubt- 
Sight. My own Opinion is, that there is|edly taken, and Byron defeated are great 
more in town than appears, but much less}Events, we wait impatiently for the par- 
than what is wanted. We have therefore} ticulars, 

been for some Time preparing Exports to My best Wishes attend you & am 

a Place not very distant, and mean to take Dear Sir, with much Esteem 

every Precaution for Safety, the Returns Your most obed & very 

to be intirely in such Articles as are wanted Hbble serv 
for the Army. However in this View we 
have hitherto confined ourselves to the 
Officers, it having been understood that Puitap., Nov. 18, 1779. 
the Congress would take care of the men.} Drar Sir 

This should be well understood now, &| I am indebted to you for several Favours 
as Gen. Wilkinson the new Clothier Gen.| which my long Indisposition has prevented 
is at Camp you will do well to consult him|my answering. I shall write to Major 
fully upon the Subject. Moore in answer to his Letter. 

The Mode in which half pay was given| ‘The very heavy, I may say the enormous, 
was settled by Congress, and as there are|Expense which Avarrice & private Ra- 
comparatively few who may get civil Of-|pacity throws on the States in order to 
fices so lucrative, as to make it unneces-| procure the Necessaries for the Army will 
sary, I wish it was clear of that Restriction,|require some Attention & Care on their 
& if a Law is brought in to establish it 1|Part, & especially in the filling up Vacan- 
will recommend to such Members of Ass!¥/cies in the present State of the Privates I 
as I have any Influence with to lay aside|cannot think there is any Necessity of 
the Restriction; but this will only affect|introducing new Officers which must be 
the half Pay given by the State as we can|the Case if every Vacancy is filled as soon 
only give our Vote in Congress, as one of|as it happens. I would wish the General 
thirteen, for an Alteration of the other. |& Field Officers would rather discourage 

Your Mode of recruiting would be an|it as otherwise they may feel the Inconve- 
effectual one, if no Parties existed in the|niences themselves—the fewer Officers we 
State, & all would concur to enforce the|have the better we can afford to do for 
duty: But while each seeks to strengthen |them provided there is sufficient to do the 
itself by the Malcontents of the other|/Duty. AndI would especially recommend 
Party there will be an Imbecillity in every |Caution in this Respect with Respect to 
Measure which runs counter to the Feelings|any Persons not belonging to the State. 
and Interests of a considerable Number.|The Benefits of the Pennsylvania Line 
But I should chuse in this Case that the! may draw Persons from other States or 
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foreign Parts, but it is not prudent as to 
the State nor politick as to themselves, as 
at a future Day the Difficulty of rewarding 
such a Number will be given as a Reason 
against rewarding any. 

The Cloathing goes off next Week, & 
tho not so complete as I intended I believe 
if you can be permitted to retain it you 
will find yourselves in as comfortable a State 
as any other Line, & I imagine more so as 
no Pains has been spared to procure Plenty 
& of the best Quality. 

As Officers have a good deal of Leisure 


& sometimes want Amusement I have sent | 


you a Pamphlet of which I beg your 
Acceptance & am with much Esteem 
Your obed & very 
Hbble serv 
Jos. REEp. 


Privap., April 11, 1780. 
Sir 

The various Recommendations of Offi- 

cers for Promotion will very naturally call 
for some Answer & Notice. They would 
probably have long before this Time been 
forwarded from this Board to the Conti- 
nental Board of War if it had not been 
intimated to us that some Propositions 
would be made this Spring from the Offi- | 
cers for an Incorporation of the weak 
tegiments. When compared witht other 
States we find our Quota is in a very! 
respectable Point of View, & have there- 
fore thought it our Duty to stimulate} 
others rather than overstrain ourselves by 
unequal Exertions. For this Reason & 
because the exhausted State of our Trea- 
sury does not admit of the Expence we 
have not attempted Recruiting. For your| 
Satisfaction & that of the Officers I also 
enclose you the Resolution of Congress 
which put a Period to our farther Pro- 
ceeding in the Appointments of Officers. 
Whenever this Obstacle is removed or 
Congress direct the Mode we shall chear- 
fully go forward in the Business. 

I have now the Satisfaction of informing 
you that the House of Assembly at their| 
last Sessions taking into farther Consider-| 
ation the meritorious Services of 
Troops belor 


the | 
ig to this State not. only| 


/confirmed by a Law the half Pay given by 
Congress extending it to the Life of every 
Officer, but also the Cloathing & Stores 
| during the Service—providing also for the 
| Widow and Children of any Officer dying 
in Service by an Annuity proportioned to 
their Wants & Circumstances—In Addi- 
tion to which they have also voted each 
| Officer at the Expiration of Service the 
following Quantities of Land free of Taxes 


A Major General... .2000 Acres 
A Brigadier........1500 Do. 
A Colonel 2oee1000 Do. 

A Lieutenant Colonel. 750 Do. 

A Surgeon......... 600 Do. 

A Major........... 600 Do. 

A Captain.... 500 Do. 

A Lieutenant 400 

An Ensign - 300 

A Surgeon’s Mate... 300 


peetee 





| 


|And as an Encouragement to the non- 
;commissioned Officers & Soldiers they 
|have been voted 

A Serjeant......... 250 Acres 
A Private.......... 200 —— 


These unsollicited & kind Marks of Atten- 
tion & Respect I am sure cannot fail of 
making suitable Impressions on brave & 
igenerous Minds. As I feel a very sincere 
Pleasure in executing these Plans & Mea- 
sures formed for the Comfort & Satisfaction 
of the Army I am also happy in communi- 
cating them, & request as a Peice of 
Justice to the Assembly you would make 
known to the Officers & Soldiers what has 
been done for them on this Occasion. 

Ialso enclose you a Resolution of Con- 
gress on the Subject of your Pay, which I 
hope will be a pleasing Information as it 
shews a general Attention to the Interests 
& Comfort of the Army—of which it is in 
every Respect very deserving. 

As soon as the Laws are printed I will 
forward you the Act for the Supply & 
heneunile Reward of the Pennsylvania 
‘Troops & am with much Regard & Esteem 
Sir 

Your most obedt & very 
Hbble serv. 
Jos. Reep. 
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Putxap., April 14, 1780. 


Sir 

I wrote you on the 11th Inst. giving you 
a short Sketch of the Provision lately 
made for the Army—since which I received 
your Favour of the 8th Inst. I am sorry 
the Surgeons & Mates after receiving 
Cloathing & other Supplies from the State 
should thus in a Body tender their Resig- 
nation, it looks like extorting rather than 
requesting. Happily in this Case their 
Interests were consulted & attended to} 
before this Step was taken otherwise it| 
might possibly have injured their Claim.| 
Generous Minds should be careful how| 
they impose Force or what has the Ap-| 

earance of it, as there is a certain Pride | 
in human Nature that recoils at Compul- 
sion.—I now inclose you the Act of As- 
sembly confirming the Provision for the 
Army—Besides which as I mentioned in a} 
former Letter the House voted 2000 Acres 
of Land to every Major General & so in| 
Proportion to inferiour Officers—Surgeons | 
& their Mates included. 

I agree with you in wishing some per-| 





manent & general Plan could be fallen| 
upon that would give Satisfaction & save 
us from adopting the Line of temporary 
Expedients. 

If the Surgeons & Mates should still 
persist in their Resignation it will be more | 
proper to make it to Congress than to us| 
for tho we have the Appointment when | 
they receive their Commissions they be-| 
come the Officers of the United States.— 
Perhaps from the Changes making in the| 
Hospital Department Congress could sup- 
ply their Places, but I confess I am at a 
loss to see why the Gentlemen are dissa- 
tisfied with the State because their Views | 
were disappointed by a Vote in Congress. | 
Iam with much Esteem Sir 

Your obed & very Hbble Serv 
Jos. Rerp. 


Puixap., May 10th, 1780. 
Dear Sir 


|to ballance it. 


\able only by the Commander in Chief. 





Your favour of the twenty fifth of April | 
last and the second Instant came duly and | 
safely to hand. We are sorry that a point | 


day and in the present state of our affairs 
when frugality is so indispensibly necessary. 
Whatever may be the customs of Euro- 
pean armies it certainly rests in our own 
opinion whether such an appointment shall 
be derogatory to the Character of an offli- 
cer. One thing I am very sure of, that if 
the person who is to undertake it is not 
supported and respected by the officers, 
his office will .be a very difficult if not an 
impracticable one. If the thing is not too 
far gone I should be glad you would confer 


|with the Baron Steuben thereon, and en- 


deavour to divert him from a measure 
which appears to us attended with many 
inconveniences without any real advantages 
If I had time I would write 
myself, but I have no objection to your 


|using my name and opinion. 


Mr. Swaine’s conduct is by no means pleas- 
ing to us but if you have the Resolve of 
Congress of the twenty third day of March 
1779, you will find that tho nominated by 
us he is an officer of Congress and remov- 
It 
will be therefore quite acceptable to us if 
his conduct could be taken up in its proper 
place and Justice done both him and the 
publick. We have frequently intimated 
to him our desire that he should reside at 
Camp but it has not had the desired effect. 

We had flattered ourselves that deser- 
tions had nearly ceased and thought our- 
selves warranted in our opinion by the 
estimate of stores lately sent us in which 
our Troops computed at 640 Officers and 
3200 non Commissioned Officers and pri- 
vates. The Justices of the Supreme Court 
having gone upon the Circuits we have 
recommended to them in the strongest 
manner the putting a stop to the inter- 
ference of the Justices in the case of dis- 
charging soldiers. I am clearly of opinion 
that the Justices of the Supreme Court 
only upon a habeas corpus, have a right to 
determine the expiration of service and 
would advise that the Officers in such case 
should decently and respectfully decline 
their authority. General Lacey will write 
to you on the subject, and we have taken 


of punctilio with respect to the State/particular notice of Mr. Scott of York 
Agent should be taken up at this time of|/Town. I do not know how we can check 
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the supernumerary y officers, ‘but. if we can 
stop the Justices their Certificates will 
have little comparative effect. 

I must acknowledge my good Sir, that 
in the present state of our publick affairs 
as to money I see no prospect of recruiting 
the number of Men Baron Steuben calls 
for. We must therefore concur in some 
plan for levelling the regiments, I am 
sensible it is an unpleasant business, but 
the all powerful Law of necessity admits 
of no alternative. Iam told that at this 
stage of the business the taxes are found 
too burthensome, at least relaxation is 
called for which shows they have been 
improvidently required or very injudiciously 
withheld, Iam very glad you are like to 
bring your affair to an issue I think it is 
quite time it should be settled and your 


rank determined and have no doubt Justice | 


will be done. Colonel Farmer has orders 
to prepare a quantity of linnen overalls 
and a supply of shirts which will be for- 
warded as soon as they are got ready. 
Pray inform me with respect to hats; if 
you can do without them till the fall 
cloathes it would be best. I am with 
much regard Sir 
Your most obedient and very humble 
servant 
Jos. RrEp 
President. 
P. 8S. Since above your 
Favour of Mi 


the 


writing 
*, Little is come to hand. 


Puriap., March 20, 1781. 


Sir 

I have duly received your Favour re- 
specting the Affairs at Carlisle, which 
appeared of so much Importance that I 
thought proper to communicate it to the 
Assembly. Iam sorry to inform you that 
it is in our power to give very little Relief. 
The Advances made to the Officers & 
Soldiers, the Purchase of Cloathing now 
in Hand—the Supply of this City & the 
various Ports in the Country—with the 
Necessities of the Army at West Point, 


to the lowest Ebb—so that I ean with 
Truth assure you we have not now nor 
have we had for 2 Months past above 2 
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or £3000 Sti ite Money ii in it at any Time— 
You must be sensible what a heavy & 
necessary Demand must also attend re- 
cruiting. If the Bounties are not paid we 
can expect no Men, Your Observations 
on the Taxes of Cumberland are very just. 
Fair & punctual Payment of Taxes must 
not be considered among the good Quali- 
ties of your C ounty—tho i in Whiggism & 
Bravery I think it may vie with any 
County in the State or even in America. 
I wish our Friends there were more sen- 
sible of the Importance of this Duty but 
you must remember that it has been an 
old Complaint—Time & Experience will 
we hope improve & amend it. 

Gen', Wayne laid a Letter from you to 
him before the Council containing some 
Observations on the Neglect & Omission 
of sending the Laws into the Country & 
particularly the late Law for calling Men 
by Classes. As the sending the Laws has 
been for some Time past considered a Duty 
of the Council the Members considered the 
sending the Letter to them as a gentle 
Animadversion on the Board but which in 
this Instance does not happen to be. well 
founded. The Law in Question was sent 
by Express to the Commissioners of all the 
Counties above two Months ago—We find 
on Inquiry that he set out on the $d Jan. 
taking with him also Instructions of the 
most “particul: ur Kind so as to establish a 
general Regularity & Uniformity in the 
The ‘Express is not here to 
ascertain with judicial Precision the actual 
Delivery of the Law & Papers to the 
Commissioners of Cumberland, but as it 
was seasonably delivered in every other 
Part of the State we presume that County 
was not neglected & that you have not 
been properly informed on this Occasion, 
which I have been the more sorry for as 
the Letter has been communicated pretty 
generally & is wrote in a Language of 
C ompl: uint rather adapted for confidential 
& private Correspondence than for publick 


| Use. 


Fort Pitt &c. have reduced our Treasury | 


Affairs in Europe have taken a surprizing 
‘Turn. War declared by England against 
the Dutch— We have no News from Che- 
sapeak where the French & British Fleet 
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now are, but we are in momentary Expec- 
tation of great Events. 
Iam with much Esteem Sir 
Your obed & very Hbble serv 
Jos. REEp. 
P. S. There 


is at present no Law in 


Force enabling the Council to issue Orders | 
to impress—all the Powers of that Nature | 


being vested in the Commissioner under | 
the Law which creates the Office. 


Puiiap., June 1, 1780. 

Dear Sir 

I am to acknowledge several of your 
Favours & especially the last informing of| 
the unhappy State of the Army. I com- 
municated it in Confidence to the General 
Assembly, who in Addition to the other| 
Measures which we had pursued & the} 
beneficial Effects of which we hope youhave | 
by this Time experienced have passed a 
Law authorizing Persons to seize all Cattle | 
& Provisions, this Law we shall exécute | 
with Spirit immediately & I hope in a 
very few Days you will see that a different | 
Spirit reigns here than in those States who | 
perhaps being more remote are not touched | 
equally with a Sense of the Necessity of] 
immediate Exertions—We have also passed 
a Law for draughting Recruits for the| 
Army which in this City and the 3 ad- 
joining Counties will produce 600 Men. 

Farmer is busily engaged making Shirts 
& Overalls—& Mr. Lyttle in forwarding 
the Stores which are ‘purchased for your 
Refreshment & Comfort. It will do great) 
Honour to our State if we can keep our 
Troops uncontaminated on so trying an| 
Occasion with the Spirit of Discontent— 
for which after all we must acknowledge | 
there is too much Reason. 





The Arrangement of the Officers in| 
Consequence of Vacancy & Promotion 
has been laid before the Board of War & 
no Difficulty arises in making out_ the 
Commissions but in the 34 & 4% Regi- 
ment. It is said Mr. Marshal cannot take 
Capt. Ruly’s Place untill the Proceedings 
are had to dismiss the latter agreeable to 
the inclosed Resolution of Congress—the 
other Appointments in Consequence of| 


| bound by this Circumstance it would 





Mr. Marshal’s Promotion will of course 


be pentponed. —The same Difficulty in 
Case of Ensign Peter Smith or rather 
Lieutenant King. It is also queried how 
Mr. Onial was dismissed from the Sur- 
geoncy of the 10th Regt, you will please 
to have this explained or I fear his 
Appointment will also be delayed. 

As to the 4th Regim'—The Rank of 
Messrs. Beecher & Steddiford must be 
settled before any Commissions can issue, 
and as the Gentlemen who have been Pri- 
soners have some Reason in my Opinion to 
complain I flatter myself due Considera- 
tion will be had to the Justice of their 
Cases on the present Occasion.—We have 
received a Remonstrance from the other 
Officers but as it isa Rule with us not to 
interfere in these Questions we hope the 
matter will be settled at Camp, until which 
| nothing can be done here. 

Col. Butler is anxious for the Confirma- 
tion of some Ensigns appointed by Gen!, 
Sullivan but as the General had no Autho- 
| rity to make such an Appointment we 
‘annot violate a Rule of Congress as well 
as our own Determination or the Appoint- 
ment of any new Officers but in the Mode 
which the Resolution of Congress directs 


| viz—special Recommendation of the Com- 


mander in Chief to which we shall pay 
proper Attention, You will easily see 
that if done in one Case every other Colonel 
will expect it and as the Right of Appoint- 
ment is in the State we cannot waive it. 
I mention this because it has been observed 
that Colonels admit young Fellows to do 
Duty & then ground a Claim for a Com- 
mission on their havi ing served some ‘Time 
which makes us mere Cyphers & is a De- 
viation from the Letter & Spirit of the 
Rule of Congress. If it was known that 
the Council did not think themselves at all 
save 
us the painful Necessity of declining to 
confirm their Appointments.—I am in haste 
dear Sir 
Your obed Hbble Serv 
Jos. REED. 

If Gen!. St. Clare is at Camp please to 

communicate this Letter to him. 
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Dear Sir 

I shall be glad to meet the Officers of 
the Pennsylvania Line collectively next! 
Monday at 12 o’clock at the City Tavern, 
& shall be much obliged to you to acquaint | 
them with my Wishes. 

As Ido not know the Quarters of the| 
Field Officers now in Town must also 
request you to convey my Compliments to| 
them & request the Favour of their Com-| 
pany to dine with me on Wednesday next, | 
3 o'clock. I mean the Officers of the Six) 
Regiments as I shall have Opportunities to | 
see the other Gentlemen—but the Officers | 
who continue will probably leave Town in| 
a little Time. You will also oblige me! 
with your own Company at the same Time. | 

I am Sir 
Your obed & very 
Hbble Serv 
Jos. REED. 


Market Street 
Jan, 27, 1781. 


Pritap., July 19, 1780. 
Dear SIR 

I duly received your Favour of the 12th 
Inst.—& of this I cannot say I am disap-| 
pointed in the Result of the Board of| 
General Officers yet I wish they had seen| 
their Way in proceeding to a Determina-| 
tion, because that of Congress will be| 
tedious & probably intermingled with 
political Sentiments which do not pervade 
the Camp. 

I have shewn your Letter to one of our 
Delegates who seems generally to be of 
Sentiment with you. However I have a 
doubt in one Point and that is, whether 
the Reference does not come more properly 
from the General to Congress than from 
the State. In that Case the matter would 
be taken up more free from Prejudice, than 
Iam sure it would beif urged by our Dele- 
gates—& the less the Prejudice the better 
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of the Board of Officers with their Diffi- 
culties & press Congress to a Determina- 
tion, least he should be embarrassed in 
disposing the Commands. 

Mr. Searle has sailed for Europe a Week 
ago partly on private Business & partly to 
procure the necessary Supplies of Cloathing 
&c. which cannot be done here—if he 
arrives safe & succeeds in his errand I 
trust the Pennsylvania Line will make an 
Appearance not only superiour to any in 
America but equal to any Thing in Europe 
—we have carried our Orders down to a 
Sleeve Button with every Thing answerable 
both for Officers & Men.—I wrote to Gen. 
St. Clair a few Days ago requesting that 
Lieut’. Bigham & Benne might be sent 
down to confront a Capt. Gardener whom 
we have in Custody for insulting them 
while searching for Deserters. We are 
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| resolved to make an Example of him if the 


Facts appear as we presume they will from 
the Report made formerly by these Gen- 
tlemen. 

We are sorry to find some Gentlemen 
express themselves so indiscreetly in Camp 
& write to their Friends here in the same 
Style with Respect to the new Recruits, 
We have gone on Gen. Washington’s 
Opinion on draughting preferably to vo- 
luntary Inlistment. Draughts you know 
must be for short Duration & with good 
Management many may be entered for the 
War, But this is not all, we attempted 
voluntary Inlistment for the War last 
Spring without any Success—but not dis- 
couraged & willing to please all we have 
now began again—I advanced this Morning 
1¢ half Johannes & I dare say many others 
will do the like to try what can be done— 
some Gentlemen took it up about 3 Weeks 
ago gota Subscription but went no farther. 
You may depend upon it there are no Men 
in America more anxious to fill up the 


Prospect of your succeeding fully &/Line—but Pennsylvania you must be sen- 
quickly. Your Proposition of putting | sible is composed of such a Mixture of 
Gen!, Hand on the generai Scale, seems; People & we have so much Opposition 
most likely to take if properly managed,; that a Man might as reasonably expect the 
& I am of Opinion it will end there as} Fruits of our Climate to grow in another 
North Carolina has already her full Share| as to expect that the same Efforts could 
of Brigadiers. My Advice therefore would) succeed in one State as another. Indeed 
be to get the General to state the Result | I must declare it as my Opinion that the 
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Strength of an Army does not consist in| 
its Numbers—Appointments comfortable 
Cloathing Equipments of various Kinds 
are as necessary as Men & a well appointed 
Army is equal to double its Numbers 
destitute of the Necessaries & Conve- 
niencies of Military Life. And in this 
Respect Envy & Ill Nature must do us 
Justice & we depend especially on our 
Officers whose Comfort & Honour is 
deservedly dear to us to support ours 
agt Reproach. I am Dear Sir, with real 
Esteem 
Your most obed. 
Hbble Serv 
Jos. Rrep, 

P.S. Gen. Armstrong came to Congress | 

some Time ago. 


from the Post. 
| zens might be prevailed on to take the 


MAGAZINE. [April, 
be satisfied. If we could get Guards 
from the Regiment of Continental Troops 
to secure the Stores the Artificers might 
be discharged & sent about their Business. 
But as probably this Expedient would be 
creating another Evil considering these 
Troops are under the same Predicament 
we have thought it best to state the Matter 
to you that you might fall on some Mea- 
sures for securing the Stores and having 
the three Years Men discharged & sent 
Probably some of the citi- 


Guard of the Stores till the Men who have 


| evidenced a Disposition to seize them 
} 
should be gone. 


But we leave the Matter 
to your Discretion & if you find Difli- 
culties too great for the Attempt you will 


‘inform us as the Matter should not be 


Wak Orrior, March 27, 1781, 

Sir 

Col. Forrest has arrived here with an 
account of the Ill Temper of the Artifi- 
cers at Carlisle for Want of Pay & 
Cloathing & it seems the same Spirit per- 
sists among them as to their Discharges 
which took Possession of the Pennsilvania 
Line. Since the Precedent has taken Place | 
with respect to Discharges we do not see | 
that any Difference of ‘Treatment can be 
held up & therefore we think those en-| 
listed for three Years or during the War 
must be discharged at the Expiration of | 
the three Years. But it seems they will 
not take their Discharges unless they are | 
paid & we are informed they have thrown 
out Threats to sieze the Stores and pay 
themselves. Their Pay is certainly due 
them yet they have less Reason to com- 
plain than the Troops in the Field as they 
have been paid within six Months. What 
they should receive would the farther dis- 
able the Public from paying the Troops 
and as these Men have all Trades it should 
seem that they could better support the 
Want of Pay than the Soldiers. It ap-| 
pears to us totally out of the Power of | 


) 


began unless there is a Certainty of its 
being carried thro’. If it is possible to 
furnish Money it shall be done so far as a 
Months Pay; but at present we see no 
Prospect of it. It is really lamentable 
that the Public should be in this Situation 
but it is not in our Power to remedy it. 
We are Sir 
with much Esteem 
Your very obed Servants 
Ricuarp Perers 
By order 


Brig: 


gadier General Irvinz 
In Councrt, PutLapetrma, June 18th, 1781. 

Wuereas Brigadier General Irvine has 
represented to this Council, that a number 
of spirited well affected Inhabitants of the 
Counties west of the Susquehanna, have 
signified their intentions of equipping 
themselves to act as Light Horsemen and 
Volunteers, to be in readiness to repel any 
Incursion of the Enemy in this State, and 
in case of necessity to march to the relief 
and assistance of our neighbouring States, 


ynow invaded by the Enemy and in great 


distress. 
Resolved, That this Board do highly 


Congress to pay the Artificers at this Time | approve the spirit manifested on this occa- 
& therefore if those entitled to them were | sion, and also of General Irvines intention 
discharged & permitted thereby to be at|to form said Volunteers, and take charge 
Liberty to follow their several Occupa-|of them in the proposed service, and do for 
tious in their own account they ought to|that purpose assure him, and them, that 
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they shall receive all proper and necessary 
encouragemeng from this Board. 
Extract from the Minutes 
T. J. Matiack Secy 
Brigadier General Irvine. 


In Counom Patrapetpua July 23rd. 1781 
Sir 


I duly received your letter of the six- 
teenth Instant, and have laid it before the 
Council. As you was in Town at the time 
of the Change of our system of supplies, 
it is hardly necessary to inform you, that 
M: Morris undertook to procure for this 
State, the articles required by Congress, 
which of course included the support of 
all Continentals in the State, this com- 
menced on the twentieth Instant by 
agreement with M* Morris, who then con- 
ceived himself in a condition to assume it. 
M: Morris afterwards objected to the num- 
ber of posts in the Country, and made it 
a point to confine his Contracts to certain 
enumerated places, which did not include 
Lebanon, Hanover, or Yellow Springs,— 
the latter he has since taken up. But 
with respect to the others there is a real 
difficulty as all the moneys designed for 
these purposes were taken out of our 
hands, and transferred to M‘ Morris, so 
that we apprehend it will be necessary, if | 
M: Morris cannot be induced to extend his 
contracts (which we do not expect) to 
move the several parties down to those 
places where contracts are made, viz' York 
and Lancaster. And as the prisoners are 
to be five miles from York, and the uncon-| 
ditional prisoners, closely confined in Lan-| 
caster, we hope this may be done, as it 
will be a great relief to us in the business, 
having no money, and little credit, and if 
you concur in opinion with us, we request 
you will give the necessary orders as Gene-| 
ral S! Clair is not here. Your observation, | 
that recruits must have provision and quar-| 
ters immediately on inlisting, is very just, | 
but we apprehend this would be more pro-| 
perly done by granting assistance at two 
shillings per day, until they reached the| 
rendezvous which in the case of the ritle 





Corps to be raised, we have fixed as | 


per Copy of the recruiting Instructions’ 
HIST, MAG. VOL. VIII. 18 ‘ 
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sent you inclosed. The number of class 
recruits got in Philadelphia by our last ac- 
count was thirty three, of whom I am 
sorry to inform you sixteen had deserted. 
We had earnestly requested they might be 
sent off as soon as they amounted to five, 
or six, but some delay happened, and pri- 
vateers sailing in the mean time it is pro- 
bable many of them are gone. We have 
not had regular accounts from the Coun- 
try but we tear the harvest will make the 
business more tedious and difficult than we 
could have expected. York and Cumber- 
land, have been generally slow upon these 
oceasions. It has been observed and I 
believe with justice, that those Counties 
who suffered least by the Enemy have 
been most backward in furnishing their 
proportions of publick duty of every kind, 
and your remark, that the people are as 
secure as if there was no War in the Coun- 
try, is applicable to more parts of the 
State, than you have under your Eye. I 
send you General Waynes letter to me on 
the affair of the sixth Instant, which came 


to us at first, in very alarming colours, but » > 


rather seems to do us honour at present,— 
tho* our loss is to be regretted when we 
see what difficulty there is in getting Men, 
and training them. By our accounts from 
Europe the prospect of possessing all the 
Southern States, and reducing Maryland 
und Pennsylvania this Campaign, will pro- 
tract, if not frustrate all negotiations this 
summer. General Washington is at Kings- 
bridge or its neighborhood, but his opera- 
tions are so slow that I suspect he is wait- 
ing for something, perhaps the fleet of the 
Count d’Grass this would give us some 


| spirits and afford a favourable prospect of 
| breaking up that important Post. 


I am sir with much respect 
Your obedient and very 
humble servant 
Jos. Rzep Presid! 

Brigadier General InvINE 
Sir In Counci, Puriape puta August 29th, 1781 

I received your favour of the ninth In- 
stant per M' Blaine, who returned before 
I had time to prepare an answer. The 
movements of the British army, having 





188 


relieved us ffom apprehensions for the pri- 
soners we have in concert with General 
S: Clair, been endeavouring to arrange and 
equip the Troops now in the State, which 
we compute at five hundred. Captain 
Zeigler has accordingly received very suf- 
ficient supplies for that number, consisting 
of shirts, shoes, overalls, hats and hunting 
shirts ; blue cloth not being procurable at 
any rate or price. I have also the satisfac- 
tion to inform you that Captain Mason 
from Amsterdam acquaints us, that M' 
Searle has succeeded in that part of his 
mission which relates to military stores, 
that he was shipping them early in the 
summer, on board a ship of most reputable 
force so that they may be hourly expected. 
Captain Mason having been taken and his 
apers destroyed, we have no particulars 
ut are much flattered by the prospects he 
gives us. As soon as I received your let- 
ter due inquiry was made witb respect to 
the supply of the post at York, and it ap- 
rs that Colonel Blaine and his brother 
ad taken that contract ; that the Brother 
had expected Instructions and Money from 
Philad: which not receiving, he came down 
here, but his brother and M:‘ Morris were 
all at Camp. However I endeavoured to 
hurry him back as fast as possible and 
hope that by this time the matter is in a 
more favourable train. 

You have judged very properly with 
respect to the nature of M‘ Morris’s en- 
gagements on account of the State. But 
should any like embarrassment arise, or 
any deficiency of provisiens be apprehend- 
ed, it will undoubtedly be proper to ad- 
dress him, either in the first instance or 
thro’ the medium of the Board of War. 

There seems at present a prospect of a 
considerable part of our Army going to 
the Southward, General Washington has 
ordered all the Recruits thither; which is 
a pleasing circumstance as the division of 
the Line is very inconvenient on many ac- 
counts, 

I am sir with much esteem, 

Your obedient and very 
humble servant 
Jos. Reep 
President 
To Brigadier General Invrnz. 
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Puitapetpuia September 2ist, 1781 

Sr 

In the present situation of affairs I should 
be happy in being assisted with your good 
Judgment and advice, in forming such ar- 
rangements as may be most effectual, for 
drawing forth the strength and resources 
of the State in the most effectual manner, 
and concerting a previous general Plan for 
this purpose, and defending this City 

I shall therefore, beg the favour of your 
Company in Market street at one.. oClock 
to meet a few other Gentlemen proper to 
be consulted on such an occasion. 

I am Sir with much esteem 
Your most obedient and 
very humble servant 
Jos. Ruzp 
President 

To General Irvine 


e 
THE WASHINGTONS OF ENGLAND. 


Accorpine to Surtees’ History of the 
County Durham, the chief ancestor of the 
Washington family in England resided 
at Washington, a ville in the Bishopric 
of Durham. Bolden Buke, written 1180 
(27 H. IL.) informs us that Willielmus de 
Hertburn held the Manor of Wassyngton 
or Wessington of the L. Bishop of Durham 
in capite, in exchange for the vill of Hert- 
burn, rendering four pounds and doing 
service, therefore, in the great chace of the 
lord bishop, with two greyhounds, and also 
paying one mark to the palatine aid, when 
such tax should be raised. Towards the 
middle of the thirteenth century the resi- 
dent family, as was customary, had as- 
sumed the name of the manor, which was 
situated a few miles from the mouth of the 
river Wear, near Hilton Castle; and we 
read of one William de Wessynton living 
in this vicinity as early as 1274 (3 Ed. 1.). 
About the year 1328 (2 Ed. IIT.) Wanter de 
Wessyngton, on giving his daughter Isabel 
in marriage to Marmaduke Basset, granted 
unto the latter the Manor of Ossinton in 
Co. Durham. 

Sir William de Wessyngton, Knight, 
was in active service during the Scotch 
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wars of King Edward III, and took pri-| singdon, living in 1409 near New Castle, 
soner with his own hands in battle a Mon-| had free warren on the lands of the Bishop 
sieur- Robert de Colvill of the Manor of of Durham. In the retinue of the Duke 
Oxenham. An order, issued Dec. 8, 1346 | of Gloucester, at the battle of Agincourt, 
(20 Ed. III.) desires Wm. de Weshynton to|in 1415, was John Wissington, and a 
bring his Scotch prisoner, Alexander de|follower of Sir John West at the same 
Haliburton, to the Tower, and Thomas|time was named John Wassyngton; while 
Grey received similar orders respecting} the Prior of Durham, clected 5th Nov., 
his prisoners David Graham and John de 1416, was another John de Wessyngton, a -: 
Haliburton. The Scotch hostages being! person of much learning, who, dying in 
released by an order of Aug. 16, 1357,|1446, was buried in the Cathedral. 
Monsieur de Wessyngton appears at the) In Bishop Langley’s time, 1406-37, the 
time to have been the custodian of Patrick, | Washington Estate had passed to the Blay- 
son and heir of Lord David of Graham.|kestons, of Blakiston, Coxhowe, ete.,—an 
An inquisitién post-mortem, held in the|old Durham family whose arms were “ ar- 
twenty-second year of the pontificate of gent, two bars gules, and in chief three cocks 
Bishop Hattield, informs us that the good} of the second.” Yet we elsewhere learn 
Knight, Sir William Wessington, died in| that before 1400 the direct male line expired 
the year 1366, leaving a widow Katherine|in a Sir Willfim de Washington, Knt., of 
and an heir bearing his own name, and| Washington, whose only daughter Dionisia 
that at his death he held the manor and|(or Eleanor) married Sir Wm _ Tempest, 
ville of Wessington by the same. service; Knt., of Studley-Royal, E. R. of York, who 
as has been above mentioned. was M. P. tor that county in 1401 (2 H.IV.). 
Cotemporary with Sir William was|The Lady Tempest died Jan. 2, 1451, and 
Thomas de Wessyngton, who married/her granddanghter, Dionisia Temple, mar- 
Isabella, youngest daughter of Jacobus de|ried Sir Wm. Mallory, of Mobberley, Co. 


Useworth. Isabella’s brother Richard died 
sine prole in 1362, and her sister Dionisia, 
wife of Cuthbert de Kendale, died soon 
after, whereupon she and her sister Alice, 
as coheiresses, came into possession of the | 
manor of Little Usworth. Thomas de 
Wessyngton died in 1378 (1 R. IL.) aged 
37, being seized of a fourth part of the 
vill of Great Usworth, parish of Wash-| 
ington, Co, Durham, and a moiety of the 
manor of Little Usworth; his daughter 
Christina married William de Chestre, 
who at his death was found to be seized of 
one-half the last named manor de jure 
uxoris. Usworth was in the immediate| 
vicinity of the manor of Wassyngton. 

Edmundus de Wassyngton, with others | 
of the comitia of John, Duke of Lancaster | 
and King of Castile, received royal letters | 
of protection from Richard IL, dated | 
March 4, 1378, which were to remain in) 
force till the next feast of St. Michael 
(Sept. 29). By inquis p. m. John de 








| Chester, from which family the Washington 


estate passed to the Aislabies. 

But notwithstanding the extinction of 
the eldest male line, younger branches of 
the Washingtons are supposed to have 
been still in existence, and from an early 
period the family were much scattered. 
We have already seen one of the name 
located in the north of Westmoreland 
towards the close of the fuurteenth century, 
but some of the family were resident in 
the southern part of this country almost 
one hundred and fifty years previous, 
being thus cotemporary with the earliest 
of the Durham stock. James Lawrence 
(son of Sir Robert Lawrence, of Trafford, 
Co. Lanc.) living 1252 (37 H. III.), married 
Matilda the sole daughter and heiress of 
John Washington, and by his marriage 
acquired the Manors of Washington and 
Sedgwick (or Seggeswick). His son and 
successor John Lawrence levied a fine of 
Washington and Sedgwick in 1283, and 


Washington held Milborn manor, in county |was father of a second John, who pre- 
Westmoreland on the borders of Cumber-|sented to the church of Washington in 
land, in 1397 (21 R. II.), Walter de Wis-|1326, and died about 1360, leaving as 
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bis son and heir Sir Robert Lawrence. 
Seggeswick, on the river Can, in Co. 
Westmoreland, was about six or seven 
miles north of Warton, Lancashire, which 
in turn was situated near the influx of the 
Decker into the Kent Sands. At Warton, 
- during the latter half of the fifteenth 
century, was living Robert Washington, 
Gent (the son of John W.), and the 
family arms, “argent, two bars gules and 
in chief three mullets of the second—” 
are to be found on the north side of the 
door of the parish church. Robert Wash- 
ington had children by each of his three 
marriages ; his first wife being a Westfield ; 
the second a daughter of Miles Whitting- 
ton, of Barwick (or Borwick juxta Warton 
manor), Co. Lanc., and the third Agnes, 
daughter of Bateman; of Hersham 


or Heversham), near Cartonel-Fells, Co. 

estmoreland. From this family, as is 
alleged, was descended George Washing- 
ton, President of the United States, while 
the last of the name remaining in the 
original locality was the Rev. Thomas 
Washington, Vicar of Warton, who died 


about the year 1823. 

Again running backward in the course 
of time, we find Richard de Washington 
appointed March 2, 1273, to the Chantry 
or Chapel in the parish of Watton-at- 
Stone, Co. Herts, where he died about 
1322. In the same county, George Wash- 
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(both near Dancaster), Co. York, together 
with the rectory of Sharpe and lands 
called Threplondes in Co. Westmoreland, 
while his son James, who died in 1580, 
aged 44, held in addition the Manor of 
Adwickle-street, Co. York. A pedigree 
of this family, from the Heraldie Visita- 
tion of 1666, exists among the Harl. MSS. 
of the British Museum, and it has -been 
still further extended since that period ; 
from Richard Washington and his wife 
Jane Lunde* was descended, in the eighth 
generation, Godfrey Washington of Don- 
caster, coroner of the W. R. of Yorkshire, 
who died in 1770 aged 60, hind it is pro- 
bable the latter gentleman was a cousin, in 
the third or fourth degree, of Baron James 
Washington who in 1844, at the age of 66, _ 
was the Royal Chamberlain of Bavaria. 
The arms of this family are given the same 
as those of the Lancashire stock, with a 
crescent for difference, though it is said 
they earlier bore arms “billetée, on a 
bend three swans,” coloring not defined. 
Besides the place called Washington, or 
Wassinton, in Co. Durham, we have Wes- 
sington, Co. Northamb. north-east of 
Heddon-on-the-Wall ; Washington west of 
Alfreton in Derbyshire, called on Cam- 
den’s maps of 1610 ‘ Wessinton;” and 
lastly in Co. Sussex the parish of Wash- 
ington. The latter place was known in 
the tenth century as Wasingatune, and 


ington, cap., was appointed Rector of|herein, in 963, King Edgar granted certain 


Stapleford, May 4, 1504, and resigned in 
1506 ; Thomas Washington, Clk., was ap- 
pointed Oct. 24, 1556, as Rector of Widial, 
and died in 1559; while Adam Wash- 
ington, E:q., a barrister of Lincoln’s Inn, 
and of Beaches (parish of Brent-Pelham), 
on the borders of Essex, married Elizabeth 
Fiyer in 1639, and bore the same arms as 
the. Washingtons of Lancashire, as before 
given, 

Robert. de Washington, living 1349 
(23 Ed, Ifl.), married Margaret, daughter 
and heiress of Andrew Hawkyn, who 

“owned lands at Prestop, in Holderness, E. 
R. of York, This Robert may have been 
an ancestor of Richard Washington, who 
und.r the reign of Edward VI. held the 
:Ma:.or of Armethorpe and lands at Hampall 


lands to the chief Athelwold; under the 
Norman Conqueror it was held by William 
de Braose, and subsequently passed into 
the possession of the Dukes of Norfolk. 

I. J. G. 


THE COUNT REVILLA-GIGEDO, VICE- 
ROY OF MEXICO. 


From the time that Mexico, under the 
name of New Spain, became subject to 
Spanish rule, until the period of her Inde- 


* Lunde Washington was at one time manager of 
Mt. Vernon estate for his kinsman Gen. Geo, Wash- 
ington, 
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pendence, in the year 1821, the Province| 


was governed by a series of officials with 
the title of Viceroy. 
exceptions, these rulers were men remark- 
able principally for their indolence, inefti- 
ciency, and rapacity. We do not propose 
to linger upon those who, with a little 
brief power in their hands, turned it only 
to selfish purposes, leaving the people they 
professed to protect in a degraded and 
miserable condition ; but to point for a 
moment to some of those whose glory, like 
the glory of the stars, will never wane, 
because they identified themselves and 
their efforts with the great cause of huma- 
nity and human elevation. 

As a luminary of the first magnitude 
stands the name of Don Juan Vicente| 
Giiemes Pacheco Horeasitas y Aguayo, | 
Conde de Revilla-Gigédo. That his cha- 
racter, genius, and peculiar difficulties may | 
be better comprehended, and his labors 
better appreciated, a glance at his imme- 
diate predecessors, and the state of the| 
country he governed, will be necessary. 


Between the years 1783 and 1789 no| 
fewer than five Vieeroys had received the | 


staff of office. The first, Don Matias de| 
Galvez, was a brother of the celebrated 
minister and visitador, Don José de Gal- 
vez, but he was destitute of the ambition, 
brilliant endowments, and capacities which 
marked the career of his distinguished 
relative. From the office of Captain- 
General of Guatemala, through the influ- 
ence of Don José, he was promoted to the | 
Viceroyship of New Spain in the year 
1788, towards the close of the reign of 
Carlos III., and though old and infirm, he| 
labored earnestly to acquit himself well in 
whatever pertained to the exalted post he 
occupied, 

The colony at this period was in a state 
of almost sluggish tranquillity. Little 
seemed to be required, and correspond-| 
ingly little was accomplished. The author- 


With some noble} 


| father. 





ity of the Viceroys was established and 
respected, the period of turbulence among 
the royal officials had passed, the spirit of 
independence which was wont to animate 
the Aztec bosom slumbered, and the Vice-| 
roys had only to project improvements | 


MAGAZINE. 141 


which the gradual advancement of the 
population might require. But the admi- 
nistration of Don Matias was not entirely 
without historic results; he began the 
work of paving the streets of the capital, 
and fostered the Academy of Fine Arts 
founded by his predecessor. Some of the 
best models in marble which adorn the 
collection of San Fernando at the present 
day were placed there in his time. The 
sentence of suppression was removed from 
the Gaceta, and it reappeared ; the nation- 
al Bank of San Carlos was established, a 
bubble which subsequently burst and 
involved many in ruin. 

The administration of Don Matias conti- 
nued but litthe more than a year; over- 
powered with infirmities, he resigned his 
authority into the hands of the Royal 
Council, and died on the 3d of November 
in the year 1784. 

His successor Don Bernardo de Galvez, 
son of Don Matias, was one of the most 
distinguished Governors of the colony. 
From the Captain-Generalship of Havana, 
through the influence of his uncle, the 
Marquis of Sonora, he was elevated to the 
office made vacant by the death ‘of his 
Young, zealous, ambitious, and 
popular, he undertook various works of 
public utility. He made or laid out several 
causeways from the city of Mexico, paved 
many streets, began the system of street- 
ighting, and, with a view to beautify his 
capital, embellished the vice-regal residence 
and commenced the towers of the cathe- 
dral. 

But the most conspicuous measure of 
his rule was the rebuilding of the palace of 
Chapultepec and the construction of a 
fortress within it. The popularity of this 
undertaking and the ostentation in which 
the young Viceroy lived, combined with 
an act of royal clemency which he had 
the presumption to perform, in pardoning 
some criminals whom he had designedly 
met on their way to the scaffold, attracted 
the attention of the suspicious court. How- 
ever this may be, without any known cause, 
this young man, gay, vigorous, and full 
of flattering expectations, yielded to the 
undermining power of a hidden malady, 
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. and descended swiftly to the grave, after 
having held his authority one year and five 
months. His exequies were solemnly per- 
formed in the Cathedral, and in the darle 
ness of the night, amidst the lamentations 
of the people, military display and funeral 
music, giving to the pageant an august- 
ness almost royal, his remains were depo- 
sited in the church of San Fernando. 

The powers of government fell, as usual 
on the decease of the Viceroy, into the 
hands of the Real Audiencia. Shortly, 
however, news came that His Majesty of 
Spain had named Archbishop de Haro for 
the vacancy. He was a man of great learn- 
ing and benevolence ; his short government, 
however, was unmarked by any notable 
historic event. In a few months he resign- 
ed his authority to Sefior Don Manuel 
Antonio Flores, Lieutenant-General of the 
ae Armada, and Viceroy of Santa Fé 
de Bogoté. Old, in enfeebled health, and 
with few endowments for command, almost 
nothing can be said of his administration 
further than that he organized three mili- 
tary battalions, commenced the Botanical 


Garden, and paid some attention to the 


mining interests of the country. The 
death of Carlo IIL, and his celebrated 
minister,,Don José de Galvez, occurred 
during his government. Unfitted for the 
exalted position he had attained, both by 
his tastes and qualifications, in a little more 
than a year Flores sent his resignation to 
his royal master, and the thanks he gave 
the king for his acceptance of the resigna- 
tion demonstrated that he sincerely re- 
nounced the office, and earnestly desired 
to retire to the more quiet enjoyments of 
domestic life. In October, 1789, a ship 
arrived at Vera Cruz, bringing his succes- 
sor, the second Count Revilla-Gigédo. At 
Guadalupe, Flores, according to the royal 
order, delivered to him the staff of office, 
and soon set sail for Spain in the same ves- 
sel that had brought the new Viceroy. 
With the departure of Sefior Flores for 
his native land, all obstacles are removed 
to the introduction of the main subject 
of our sketch—Don Juan Vicente Giemes 





Pacheco Horeasitas y Aguayo, Conde de 
Revilla Gigédc, 52d Viceroy of New Spain. 
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This remarkable man came from an 
illustrious ancestry. His father was Vice- 
roy of Mexico as early as 1749, In his 
childhood, his parents designated him for 
the quiet and comparative obscurity of 
cloistral life ; but the activity and enthusi- 
asm of his inclinations defeated this inten- 
tion, and he embraced the more congenial 
profession of arms. He held a command 
at the siege which the Spaniards so obsti- 
nately maintained at Gibraltar in 1782, and 
acquitted himself with distinction in that 
desperate conflict. At the decease of his 
father he inherited his title, and was deser- 
vedly honored by his royal master with 
many dignities in Spain, and on the resig- 
nation of Flores, as we have seen, he was 
appointed Viceroy of Mexico. 

His predecessors had made no conside- 
rable improvements in the general adminis- 
tration of the colony, as has been intimated, 
until a certain temporary vigor was infused 
into affairs by the arrival of the royal 
Commissioner (Visitador), Don José de 
Galvez, who came clothed with authority 
to adjust whatever might require adjust- 
ment. Active, ambitious, inventive, and 
restless, he directed his efforts to a class of 
creations, excisions, and reforms which 
should tend to exalt his own efficiency in 
the eyes of the Crown, and prove the inca- 
pacity and uselessness of the Viceroys, 
Don Manuel Flores had not the executive 
qualities necessary to sustain and perfect 
the improvements initiated by Don José. 
He might be a man of judgment, but he 
was not informed upon, the affairs of the 
colony, was slow to comprehend the im- 
port of his office, and averse to burden 
himself with the thousand details with 
which it was necessary to have minute 
acquaintance. But whatever Don José 
might have done for the colony, it is certain 
that Revilla-Gigédo encountered defects, 
abuses, and disorders almost without num- 
ber, which the broad comprehensiveness of 
his understanding seized, and the energy 
of his character corrected. 

He assumed the government in October, 
1789, and the first event which displayed 
his vigilance and integrity was the consign- 
ing to summary justice the perpetrators of 
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certain notorious assassinations, which by 
their ‘atrocity had thrown the kingdom 
into consternation. A short experience 
convinced the new Viceroy that dador, in 
every sense, could alone give order and 
form to the mass of disorder which had 
been mis-called government. A glance at 
the situation of the Province in 1789 will 
convey the best idea of the merit of this 
celebrated magistrate, whom neither limited 
time, social considerations, nor the constant 
and daring struggle with antiquated and 
deep-rooted prejudices, deterred from his 
career of progress. 

The streets of the capital were without 
drains, sidewalks, or pavements. They 
were the depositories, moreover, of all the 
impurities from the houses; and, in pro- 
cess of time, these filthy accumulations 
exhaled vapors extremely deleterious to 
the health of the population. The market 


stood opposite the palace, and was con- 
structed with an open space in the centre, 
surrounded by wooden sheds in which 
provisions were exposed for sale, and the 


refuse thrown on one side, awaiting the good 
offices of swine, which fed at large in the 
city. The sheds afforded asylum at night 
for a promiscuous company of men and 
women, vagrants and drunkards, * The 
baths were open to all who paid the required 
fee; and no reference was had to the pro- 
prieties arising from the distinctions of sex. 
After nine o’clock it was dangerous to go 
out, since the streets were lighted only by 
an occasional lamp, hung by the owners at 
the doors of shops and houses, in obedience 
to a municipal regulation. This requisition 
even was either neglected altogether, cr 
the light withdrawn at an early hour. The 
lower classes went almost naked, their only 
clothing consisting of a sheet-like garment 
(which also performed the office of coun- 
terpane), and a palm hat. It was as cus- 
tomary to sell the clothing of the dead in 
public shops as it was to bury them in the 
churches of small towns. These practices, 
superadded to the foul condition of the 
streets, produced many epidemics. 

In the erection of edifices no regard 
was observed to harmony or regularity. 
' The city was destitute of public prome- 


FHISTORICAL MAGAZINES 


143 


nades, except the single one planted by 
the Viceroy Bucareli. The fountains were 
large basins of mason-work, foul with se- 
diment, the dust of the street, the contact 
with the hands of water-carriers; nor was 
the addition uncommon of that with which 
both hands and feet had been laved. 

Another fertile source of public disorder 
and demoralization existed in the abundance 
of drinking establishments called pulque- 
rias, where was sold the intoxicating be- 
verage pulque, made from the juice of a 
species of aloes. Nearly all the squares 
contained a pulgueria—an enormous hut 
or wigwam—and in the centre stood huge 
jars of the fermented liquid. Around these 
tempting vessels gathered half naked 
leperos, beggars, prostitutes, and all the 
worst elements of the population; and 
here, amidst gambling, licentiousness, and 
drunken merriment, germinated plots for 
thefts, assassinations, and their attendant 
depravities. 

In fine, the condition of affairs, moral 
and physical, was quite bad enough to 
chill the courage of the most undaunted. 
Who but a man of unconquerable energy 
would have had the heroism to attack such 
a mass of disorder with any hope of its 
correction ? 

Great as were these evils, still greater 
existed in the judicial organization of the 
kingdom, There were tribunals and sys- 
tems without end, nominally for the admi- 
nistration of justice, but they were really 
only so many systems of oppression. The 
Acordata alone exercised its tyrannical 


jurisdiction by means of twenty-five hun- 


dred subordinates, and imposed, without 
appeal, restraint, or molestation, the most 
opprobrious punishments—even death itself. 

Neither was this multitude of judicial 
branches regulated by codes of laws or any 
other fixed rules; each had its peculiar 
formularies, and no organization existed 
which afforded guarantees to litigants or 
determined the attributes of the Judges. 
Revilla-Gigédo himself stood aghast before 
systems so monstrous and so complicated, 

The provision for education, also, was to 
the last degree worthless. No school for 
primary gratuitous instruction had been 
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established in the capital or any part of the 
kingdom. Before the expulsion of the 
Jesuits, in 1767, the care of the youth had 
devolved upon them. Subsequently, the 
few schools that remained fell into the 
hands of ignorant and cruel teachers, who 
‘nourished the hearts of the children with 
absurd fictions, and brutalized them by 
ridiculous and inefficient discipline. 

The roads of the kingdom were in such 
condition that the only available method 
of travel and transportation was on mule- 
back. The corporations of towns wasted 
their funds in sky-rockets, festivities, and 
all sorts of useless expenditures. Officers 
and office-holders were in unison with all 
this disorder. There were neither data 
nor ideas how to form statistics; books, 
entries, and judicial writings conformed 
only to the caprices of the chiefs. The 
tribunal of accounts, a place of pride and 
highly aristocratic, having its three minis- 
ters in large wigs and its army of account- 
ants, Was the most delinquent and worthless 
of any. It assumed great superiority, and 
the idlers at its head sometimes believed 
themselves above eyen the Viceroy him- 
self. 


The military organization was equally 


useless and incomplete. In the city and 
provincial militia, there was neither instruc- 
tion nor discipline. The coasts and frontiers 
were without custody ; and the few small 
veteran bodies that existed were unworthy 
of confidence, since military rank was con- 
sidered salable and transferable—a kind of 
speculation of which several of the Viceroys 
had avuiled themselves. 

This is but an outline of the state of 
things in New Spain when Revilla-Gigédo 
entered upon his duties as chief officer of 
the Province. To ordinary minds, the 
remedy for these complicated evils would 
require years of study or perplexed experi- 
ment, The acute comprehension of the 
Count de Revilla-Gigédo soon unmasked 
the origin of the difficulties, namely: the 
indolence and avarice of most of the gov- 
ernors, whose only aim seemed to be the 
accumulation of a fortune to carry back to 
Spain when the period of their control 
expired,! 
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With a firm and confident hand the 
Count applied methods of reform to the 
shapeless mass, and truly entitled himself 
to a higher tribute of gratitude than the 
nation for which he labored has awarded 
him. Declining all the festivities usually 
proffered to a Viceroy, he directed his 
attention to the condition of the fortresses 
and other provisions for defence; to the 
purification of the palace; to the removal 
of those unsightly old sheds that had served 
for markets, and the construction of others 
more decent and commodious; to sanitary 
regulations respecting the streets ; to mea- 
sures by which the half-naked laboring class 
should be induced to clothe themselves; to 
the establishment of ordinances concerning 
the public baths; the erection of edifices 
with some view to order; the paving and 
lighting of streets; provision for a night- 
watch and police system; the extinguish- 
ment of fires; the suppression of the 
disorders of the pulquerias ; the construc- 
gions of aqueducts and fountains, by which 
the health of the population was materially 
promoted. He further provided for the 
same object, by prohibiting the sale of the 
clothing of the dead, and stopping bu- 
rials in churches, The cemeteries of Vera 
Cruz and Puebla resulted from this pro- 
hibition. He repaired public highways 
and causeways, and established a Botanical 
Garden at Chapultepec, which had been 
projected by one of his predecessors. He 
caused primary schools to be opened in most 
of the important towns; furnished the 
Academy with professors in Architecture, 
Sculpture, Painting, &c. ; wrought a general 
reform in the ordinances by which crafts 
and trades were regulated; and, as by a 
species of magic, gave life and animation 
to useful establishments, which neither time 
nor revolution has destroyed. 

Neither did the Viceroy restrict his 
reforms to things merely material; he 
devised expedients to remove abuses in 
the moral administration, and cure some of 
its palpable evils,—though many of those 
expedients, of the highest importance, were 
so hampered, benumbed, and opposed in 
the Court of Spain that they were not 
carried into effect. For all in which he 
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did succeed, he had to struggle with the 


sluggishness of magistrates, inveterate pre- 
judices, and all the train of obstacles they 
bring, and to plunge, sword in hand, upon 
the hoary vices he would extirpate; but 
his projects were so evidently good, and 
conformable to justice, that the Court 
could not withhold its sanction. . 

Mining, agriculture, and manufactures 
also received special attention from Revilla- 
Gigédo, and strong impulses were imparted 
to them through his wisdom and energy. 
With respect also to whatever facilitated 
communication, the purposes of the Viceroy 
were magnificent ; but limited power, lim- 
ited time, and limited means, together with 
the obstructions interposed by paltry private 
interests or favoritism, defeated many of 
his grandest schemes. 

In order to accomplish, in the short 
space of five years, the reforms we have 
mentioned, and many others to which time 
does not allow us to refer, the most inde- 
fatigable industry was necessary. Revilla- 
Gigédo only allotted to himself three or 
four hours for sleep, retiring regularly at 
nine in the evening and rising at one, to 
pursue his labors, or to sally out that he 
might personally observe the manner in 
which the municipal laws were heeded. 

He was neat and elegant in his person, 
and a strict observer of etiquette. He ate 
only twice in the day; and, while he support- 
ed all the proprieties of a state table, never 
tasted anything from his own table, but 
received his food prepared and seasoned 
from the convent of the Capucins. It was 
sent to him in a small trunk, locked, which 
had two keys—one kept by himself, the 
other by the Abbess. 

Many curious anecdotes are related of 
this remarkable man. One or two may 
serve to illustrate more fully the striking 
features of his character, 

On a certain occasion he went to the 
Tribunal of Accounts, an office for which he 
had an aversion by reason of the pride and 
indolence of its chiefs. It was ten o’clock, 
and not a soul was present. The Viceroy 
undertook to arrange a packet of’ papers, 
which were in the greatest confusion. 


When the employés entered, they were | 
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almost petrified with astonishment. Revilla- 
Gigédo then took his hat, and, with a sar- 
donic smile, said to them :—* Gentlemen, 
from eight to eleven I shall come to regulate 


this archive ; meanwhile, there is no neces- 
sity that you should fatigue yourselves. 
You can sleep and breakfast, confident 
that the service of the king suffers no loss.” 

The following is related by Don Carlos 
Bustamente in his “Continuacion” of 
Padre Cavo: 

A certain widow stated to the Viceroy 
that her husband on his death-bed had 
been arrested for debt, and that she had 
taken care to place in safety a small cof- 
fer of jewels which were her dowry. 
These jewels she had intrusted to a gen- 
tleman, without exacting any receipt or 
equivalent. Urged by the necessities of 
her widowhood, she had petitioned for her 
treasures, and he had not only denied that 
he had received them, but had treated her 
as if she were mad. The fertile mind of the 
Viceroy soon suggested a method of re- 
dress. The following night he concealed 
her in a place from which she was to sally 
at a preconcerted signal. The recipient of 
the jewels was summoned, and in a friendly 
manner was solicited to return them ; but, 
as before, he denied all knowledge of the 
matter. The demand was politely renewed, 
with promises that his honor should be 
protected ; still he persisted in the denial. 
In the course of conversation, the Viceroy 
inquired if he took snuff. 

“Yes, Sefior,” he replied, offering his 
box. ‘ Take what your Excellency pleases.” 

Affecting distraction and urgency to dis- 
patch some important business, the Vice- 
roy left him, and calling a confidential 
assistant, sent him with the snuff-box to the 
wife of the depositorio, with directions to 
ask for the coffer of jewels which had cer- 
tain marks such as had been described by 
the lady. In a short time the messenger 
returned with the little trunk. The widow 
was then called from her place of conceal- 
ment, and asked if that was the box she 


| demanded. 


“It isthe same, Sefior,” she answered, 
“ which I intrusted on deposit to this gen- 
tleman.” 
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The Viceroy gave him a glance of indig- 
nation. 

“How have you dared to deceive me, a 
gen:leman and a Viceroy, when I removed 
all difficulties out of the way in order to 
cover your honor, and to satisfy this unfor- 
tunate woman? Henceforth you shall 
understand I am not to be trifled with. I 
have ordered a coach to convey you to the 
Castle.” 

In May, 1794, Revilla-Gigédo resigned 
his office* into the hands of Branciforte, 


* One of the remarkable events which occurred 
during the government of Revilla-Gigédo, was the 
appearance of an Aurora Borealis of unusual splen- 
dor in the year 1789. A manuscript letter, written 
by his Secretary and signed by the Viceroy, giving 
an account of this phenomenon and the consternation 
it produced, has been preserved. We subjoin a 
translation from the original document :— 


Most Excettent SENoR: 

At 8 o'clock on the night of the 14th of November, 
an Aurora Borealis appeared in this city. The Indians 
of the country, who are greatly without instruction 
and are very fuint-hearted, began to be terrified and 
to make such a tumult that the streets became 
thronged with people, who shrieked and wailed, 
believing that tire was about to fall from heaven— 
that the city was about to be overwhelmed—or other 
similar absurdity which this or that fanatic invented 
and propagated, the excited people immediately 
believing it. The Ecclesiastics, who ought to have 
tranquillized the ignorant, undeceived them and drawr 
them away from their error, assisted in confirming 
them in it. They began to ring bells for the Suppli- 
catory; they opened the churches, and even the 
Brotherhood of St. Augustin came forth carrying in 
procession St. Nicholas, Other priests began to preach, 
aud all the town wandered about crazy, shrieking, 
praying, and performing acts of contrition in the streets. 
The number of persons who went out to Guadalupe 
to commend themselves to the Virgin was very con- 
siderable; and though the phenomenon disappeared 
before ten o'clock, even as late as two in the morning 
many people were still roaming about with burning 
brands, and praying in the public ways, 

Seeing that the inhabitants left their houses 
‘mprotected, I determined that patrols should go the 
rounds to guard the property fear had caused the 
owners to forsake. I likewise sent a request to the 


Archbishop, that he would command the calling@f 


Sup,»lications to cease, that the churches might be 
close d; on his own part taking the necessary steps to 
quiet the tumult and disorder, since, as it could at 
once be perceived, the cause deserved not the least 
dread «or solicitude. I caused, moreover, that several 
officers should go through the streets in a manner the 
most fay orable to undeceive the people of their error 
and indu.2e them to return to their houses. 


HISTORICAL 


[April 
who had been appointed his successor, and 
soon after embarked for Spain, where he 
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‘became director of artillery, a military 


position of importance and responsibility. 
Five years later, May 2d, 1799, he died at 
Madrid, universally lamented, as he was in 
Mexico also, where the memory of his 
good deeds is never to be obliterated. 

The celebrated “ Instruccion,” which he 
wrote for the benefit of Branciforte, is a 
memorial of the most important events that 
happened during his government. It is a 
national treasure which has been most 
jealously cared for, and remained unpub- 
lished until 1831. The attentive reader 
can glean from it the principles which 
guided the policy of the Cabinet at Madrid, 
in order to maintain the streng hand Spain 
had extended over Mexico; the source, 
amount, investment, etc., of the large sums 
with which this Province had enriched the 
Royal Treasury ; it brings into near inspec- 
tion the judicial system ; acquaints us with 
the character of the population, the military 
organization, the condition of agriculture 
and the mining interests, home and foreign 
commerce, the state of arts and industry, 
and the policy of the Viceroyship, both 
general as regards the colony at large, and 
particular as regards the capital. It also 
records curious and acute observations, 
indicates reforms and projects, and em- 
bodies reflections which disclose the upright 
and magnanimous principles of the writer 
—his deep desire for the prosperity of the 
nation he ruled, and furnishes to legislators 
suggestions well worthy their consideration. 

t is to be regretted that so far as Branci- 
forte is concerned, it was practically an effort 
expended in vain. He neither thought nor 
worked like his illustrious predecessor, 
though he contributed to give the last touch 
to the reputation of Revilla-Gigédo, by 
influencing the Council to accuse him. 
Envy seems to be indispensable in order to 


I give Your Excellency this account lest, perhaps, 
notice through another source might arrive, of such 
character ss to cause anxiety, 

Exmo. Sefior, 
Eu ConbDE DE REvILLA-GiGEDO. 
Mexico, 30tl: Nov., 1789. 
Exao. S efor Don ANTONIO PORLIER. 
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lift the splendor of great men, as the 
clouds of heaven are necessary, which, dis-| 
persed, cause the sun to shine with more! 
clearness and brilliancy. 


Hotes and Queries. 


NOTES. 


Op Porrrarr or Franxurn.—Dr. Ed-| 
ward Vanderpool, 206 Fourth street, in| 
this city, has in his possession a por-| 
trait of Dr. Franklin, painted at Tren-| 
ton, N.J., a year or two before his death, 





one of our current witticisms is not as 
new as may be generally supposed. 

“Instead of that alacrity with which 
every man in the United States was to 
turn out, as a volunteer, to fight Great 
Britain, as triumphantly foretold by the 
administration prints, we hear of nothing 
but lamentations and dissatisfaction from 
every militia man who has been so fortu- 
nate as to draw a prize, as it is called, by 
which he becomes liable to be called on 
any moment to join the detachment of 
thirteen thousand men that make up the 
quota of this State.’.—New York Hven- 
ing Post, May 12th, 1812. 

I havea strong impression that “ copper- 


by an English artist named Stibbs, which, | heads” is used, with its present political 
with a very close likeness both in face| meaning, by the journal quoted above or 
and attitude to the well known Cochin |some of its contemporaries. But, whether 
Portrait, represents him with the marks | this is so or not, it is quite evident from 
of much more advanced age than any the above extract that if the word did 
of the engraved likenesses. It is in oil}not exist at that time, it was, at least, 
on canvas, stretched on board 54 by 44!/sadly needed. a WW. ¥. 

inches in size, with powdered wig and a} 
red coat, one hand over the other resting | 
on a cane. 
evidently senile, 


Puriurrs AND Davis—A CorncIpENceE. 
The expression is smiling, but/|—On the 8th of December, 1837, Wendell 
It is, however, a most} Phillips, speaking in Faneuil Hall, Bos- 
interesting relic, and its authenticity un-|ton, in reply to one who vindicated the 
doubted, the picture having been given|mob that murdered Elijah P. Lovejoy, at 
by the artist’s daughter to Dr. Vander-| Alton, the previous month, used the fol- 


pool. G. G. |lowing language :— 


InTettectuat Capacity oF NEGROEs IN | 
Bosron.—Phillis Wheatley’s was not the! 
only instance in Boston, of the negro’s capa- | 
city for intellectual improvement. A worthy | 
Englishman, Richard Dalton, Esq., a great | 
admirer of the Greek classics, because of 
the tenderness of his eyes, taught his negro | 
boy, Cesar, to read to him distinctly any'| 
Greck writer, without understanding the) 
meaning or interpretation.—Douglass, ii. | 
345. 

In the Boston Chronicle for September 


“Sir, when I heard the gentleman lay 
down principles which place the murderers 
of Alton side by side with Otis, and Han- 
cock, and Quincy, and Adams, I thought 
those pictured lips [pointing to the por- 
traits in the hall] would have broken into 
voice to rebuke the recreant American— 
the slanderer of the dead.” 

Twenty years later, October 11th, 1858, 

efferson Davis spoke in Faneuil Hall, and 
used similar imagery. He said :— 

“If those voices, which breathed the 
first instincts into the Colony of Massachu- 
setts, and into those colonies which formed 


: : «66 | 
Likely whee se ot ae sold, 8 the United States, to proclaim community, 
Sl language, and very fit for a Valet » | independence, and assert it against the 
* |powerful mother country ; if those voices 
llive here still, how must they feel who 
Draw A Prizz.—The following extract come here to preach treason to the consti- 
from an old newspaper may interest some tution, and assail the Union it ordained 
of your readers, as serving to show that!and established ? It would seem that their 
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criminal hearts would fear that those voices, 
80 long slumbering, would break their si- 
lence, that those forms which look down 


from these walls behind and around, would 


come forth, and that their sabres would 
once more be drawn from their scabbards, 
to drive from this sacred temple these fana- 
tical men, who deserve it more than did 
the changers of money and those who sold 
doves in the temple of the living God.” 
It is hardly credible that at the very 
time that Davis uttered these scorching 
words against those who lift up their hands 
against the Union and the Constitution, 
his “ criminal heart” was meditating the 


treason that it has since perpetrated ; but 


we have evidence that compels us to be- 
lieve such to have been the case. 
x. ¥. Z. 
Revorvrronary Prenstoners.— We have 
noticed with pleasure the unanimous pas- 
sage in the House of Representatives, at 
Washington, of a bill adding one hundred 
dollars per annum to the pensions of the 
little band of Revolutionary veterans who 
still survive, and whose lives, it is to be 
hoped, may be prolonged to witness the full 
triumph of those liberties which their valor 
helped to establish. It appears, by an of- 
ficial return, that the number now living 


of the heroes whose efforts in behalf of 


their country are still gratefully remem- 
bered, is but twelve. Of these the oldest 
has attained the age of 105 years, and the 
youngest is 94. The names and ages, with 
amount of pension allowed under » existing 
laws, are stated in a communication from 
the Pension Bureau, as follows :— 

Amaziah Goodwin, born in Somersworth, | 
N. H., Feb. 16, 1759 ; pension $38 33. 

John Goodnow; born in Sudbury, Mass., 
Jan. 30, 1762 ; pension $36 67. 

Adam Link, born in Washington Co., 
Pa.,—1762 ; pension 

Daniel Waldo, born in Windham, Conn., 
Sept. 10, 1762; pension $96. 

Jonas Gates, born in Barre, Mass., —, 
1763; pension $96. 

Benjamin Miller, born in Springfield, | 
Mass,, April 4, 1764; pension $24 54. 
(Died Sept, 1863.—xp. u. M.) 
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James Barham, born in Southampton 
Co., Va., May 18, 1764; pension $32 33, 

William Hutchings, born in York, Me., 
—, 1764 ; pension $21 66. 

John Pettingill, born in Windham, 
Conn., Nov. 30, 1766; pension $50. 

Alexander Maroney, enlisted at Lake 
George, N. Y., born —, 1770; pension 
$96. 

Samuel Downing, served in the 2d N.H. 
regiment ; pension $80. 

Lemuel Cook, on the roll at Albany, 
N. Y.; pension $100. 

With regard to the last three, it will be 
observed that full particulars are wanting. 
In the case of Maroney, the files state that 
he was “ enlisted” by his father, being a 
minor. To all of the pensions here stated, 
it is now proposed to add $100 per an- 
num. 

There were at the date of the latest re- 
port in print seven pensioners on the State 
roll of Massachusetts receiving pensions 
from the treasury of this Commonwealth, 
under resolves of the Legislature indepen- 
dently of the action of Congress. Of these 
Benjamin Smith, of Grafton, who receives 
the largest sum, viz. $150 per annum, is 
described as “a soldier of the Revolution,” 
jand we believe that some of the others 
received their pensions in respect of Revo- 
lutionary services. 

The names of the others are Martin 
Wheelock, Lyman Webster, Peter Jowder, 
James Pomeroy, John T. Stone, James 
Daniels. If authorized by a vote of the 
Legislature similar to the movement in 
Congress which called forth the interest- 
|ing facts above noted, respecting the Unit- 
ed States pensioners, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth would, perhaps, be able, 
\by a search of the files, to furnish com- 
plete information on the subject.—Boston 
| Advertiser. 





Dantet Taytor, THE Spy.—The physi- 
cian who adnainistered to Daniel Taylor (the 
| British spy) the emetic on October 9, 1777, 
| which brought up the silver ball in which 
was inclosed the short letter from Sir 
Henry Clinton to Burgoyne, was Dr. Moses 
|Higby, afterwards of Newburgh, in this 
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State. He resided at the time near the old 


Fall’s house, at the Square in the town of 


New Windsor, where General (afterwards 
Governor) George Clinton had his head- 
quarters temporarily in the fall of 1777, 
subsequently to the defeat at Fort Mont- 
gomery. 
1823, at the age of eighty, and had prac- 
tised there and in New Windsor for nearly 
sixty years. The letter inclosed in the 
ball was written on the previous day at 
Fort Montgomery, and was intended to 
inform Burgoyne (then encamped near 
Saratoga) that no colonial troops inter- 
vened their respective forees (which they 


command of Gates, and expressed the hope 
that the recent English success at the Fort 
would facilitate his contemplated operations 
both above and below Albany. Immedi- 
ately after the storming of the Fort, Gen. 
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He died in Newburgh May 3, | 


\ 


intended, if possible, to unite) except the | 
| 
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suggestion of Maj. Gen. Heath. It cost 
£50,000, and weighed 170 tons. When 
it broke, Congress refused to pay the bill 
for the iron-work upon it, until the quality 
of the iron was investigated. The investi- 
gation proved satisfactory). 

He did not rally his men in time, but 
when he reached Kingston (by way of the 
valley of the Wallkill), he discovered that 
the English vessels had ascended the river, 
landed troops, set fire to the village, and 
had just retired, leaving it still in flames. 
|The spy was captured before Clinton start- 
ed from the Square. It is not known by 
what route the spy came from Fort Montgo- 
mery on his intercepted way to Burgoyne, 
and he refused to state it. His person was 
searched and the ball was accidentally found 
in his hair, where it had been ingeniously 
fastened, and probably before he started. 
Its form was oval, about the size of a bullet, 


George Clinton made his head-quarters at 
Mrs. Fall’s house to collect his men, who} 
had become scattered on the night of the| 
storming, in order that he might march if the bearer should be compelled, by any 
them, together with such new recruits as/| exigency, to swallow it for its and his safety, 
he might obtain, to Esopus (now Kingston) ithe metal might not affect him as lead, 
to prevent the English from landing from | brass, or copper would. The shell of it 
their vessels at that place, which he had | was about the thickness of acommon wafer ; 
been advised by his brother Col. James! and compactly folded in it was the short 
Clinton (serving under him), they would letter to Burgoyne, written on thin silk 
do if the vessels could break the chain! paper. The letter contained but three sen- 
which was across the river near the Fort | tences, and was forwarded by Gen, Clinton 
(this obstruction across the river from near | to the “ Council of Safety,” after the court- 
St. Anthony’s Nose to Fort Montgomery | martial of Taylor. When the ball was dis- 
was, in fact, a chevauxe de frize, and was | covered, Taylor snatched it from the search- 
arranged by Capt. Machen,* the Engineer | ing officer, and under pretence of throwing 
of Fort Montgomery, with the assistance |it away, swallowed it. This, however, was 
of Capt. Hazelwood, whose similar work | noticed. Clinton immediately sent for Dr. 
across the Delaware River had been so| Higby, who, instantly upon his arrival, ad- 
effectual previously ; it was 1860 feet long, | ministered with much difficulty a powerful 
and separated in a few hours, by reason of|emetic. The ball was thrown up almost im- 
the tide, after its completion, but was soon | mediately ; and Taylor picking it up, ran a 
after relaid in another position under the | short distance, was overtaken, and, upon 
\being brought back, the ball could not be 
found, and he refused to state what he had 
done with it. Clinton promptly informed 
him that he believed he had again swallowed 
it, and that if it was not produced at once, 
interfered with. The public regarded the coinage as he should instantly order him to be hung, 
a convenience which was not at that early day sufi- 20d that he should be cut Fax to obtain 
cieutly supplied by the government. it. He then produced it. Taylor was a 


and consisted of two sections which were 
firmly united by a screw in the centre. It 
was pure silver, for the probable reason that 





* Capt. Machen came tc America about 1766 as 
an officer in the English service, but soon resigned. 
He then opened the outlet to “ Machen’s Pond,” now 
called Orange Lake, four miles west of Newburgh, and 
erected a small building in which he made copper coin 
for change, and, though it was illegal, yet he was not 
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major in the English service. He was 
taken by Clinton to Kingston with the 
troops, and was there tried before a Court- 
Martial (of which Capt. John Woodward, 
the father of Judge Woodward who was 
afterwards one of the Justices of the Su- 
preme Court of this State, was Judge Ad- 
vocate), and was unanimously condemned 
as a spy, and was hung the next day from 
an apple-tree on the outskirts of the vil- 
lage, and buried under it. He wore a 
citizen’s dress at the time of his capture, 
was about forty years of age, and was pri- 
vileged by Clinton to write several letters 
to relatives in England, which, after being 
read and found not to communicate any 
military information, were sent to Sir 
Henry Clinton for further disposition. 

His remains were never removed. He 
was an officer of equal rank with André 
(each being a major), and both were select- 
ed as spies, and executed as such; and 
both intrusted with important duties, and 
for the same government, and by the same 
officer (Sir Henry Clinton), yet André 
was exhumed by order of the British Go- 
vernment, and his remains deposited with 
military honors in Westminster Abbey, 
while those of Taylor have been neglected 
by his country to the present time. The 
probable impossibility of identifying the 
particular spot of his burial may constitute 
the reason why his bones were not removed 
at the time when André’s were. The grave 
of the latter was marked by a stone imme- 
diately after his execution, and a willow 
planted by it, both of which remained 
there at the time of the removal to Eng- 
land. No mark was put upon Taylor’s 
grave, and the old apple-tree, no doubt, 
had long since gone, and probably no one 
then living or accessible could identify 
the spot. 

Joun M. Eacer, New York. 


Names anv Location OF TRIBES ON THE 
Anproscoeein, By N. T. Trvuz.—The tribes 
of New England were settled on the princi- 
pal rivers. On the Connecticut were the 
Mohegans. Those on the sources of the 
Connecticus river were called Micmacs or 
Fresh Water Indians, On the Merrimac 
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| doubt, had corn fields in Durham, 
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were the Pennacooks. On the Saco were 
the Sokokis, of whom the Pequakeys at 
Fryeburg were a branch. On the Andros- 
coggin were the Anasagunticooks, of 
| which tribe were the Rokomekos at Canton 
Point, and the Pejescots on the Lower 
Androscoggin. The Norridgewocks lived 
on the Kennebec. The Penobscots, or 
Tarratines, as they were often called, on 
the Penobscot; the Wawenocks, on the St. 
George’s, Sheepscot, and Pemaquid Rivers ; 
the Passamaquoddies on the St. Croix ; the 
Marechites on the St. John, and the Mic- 
macs in Nova Scotia. 

The Indians on the Androscoggin are 
known under the general name of Anasagun- 
ticooks, though it appears that it was origi- 
nally confined to those residing above Lewis- 
ton Falls. At a late period it seemed to 
extend to the scattered remnants of Indians 
on the river, and at St. Francis in Canada. 

It is a curious fact that the word Ana- 
sagunticook, Amoscoggin, and Amasaconte, 
are all derived from the same roots, and 
have essentially the same meaning. Amasa- 
conte was the name of the tribe at Far- 
mington, and as the carrying place, by 
means of numerous ponds, was very easy, 
it is probable that the intercourse between 
the Indians on the Androscoggin and Sandy 
Rivers was very intimate, and may thus 
have rendered them, in a certain sense, 
nearly identical. 

The Pejepscots occupied the territory 
between Lewiston Falls and the Kennebec 
River. Their headquarters were at Bruns- 
wick, where they had a fort near the falls. 
They also had a location at Little River 
Falls. Their position was a most important 
one. It was at the great carrying place 
between the Kastern and Western tribes. 
| It was also the turning off place of the In- 
dians coming down the river to Macquait. 
Their position early brought them into con- 
tact with the whites. An English trader 
occupied their territory below the Falls as 
early as 1624-5, and another at the Little 
River Falls, consequently they were the 
first to be broken up as a tribe. 

They probably depended largely on fish- 
ing for their support, although they, no 
runs- 
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wick, and Topsham. Colonel Church, as 
late as 1690, found a barn of corn to a 
large amount at their fort in Brunswick. 
Still, they did not appear to have any fixed 
habitation at that time below Lewiston Falls, 
unless it might have been on Sabattis river. 

It is doubtful if any tribe in New Eng- 
land had greater facilities for procuring 
food at all seasons of the year than the 
Pejepscots. At certain periods, salmon, 
sturgeon, and other fish swarmed the river 
at the Falls, where they could easily spear 
them. Their hunting grounds were near, 
corn could be raised or brought down the 
river, while in the severest weather, or 
time of scarcity, they could reach Macquait, 
a distance of three miles, where clams were 
abundant. Like the immense water power 


at Brunswick, still unimproved, it would | 


seem as though the natives did not them- 
selves appreciate the natural advantages 
around them, though they may have been 
originally a populous tribe. 

The Rokomekos had their headquarters 
at Canton Point, and this may be consider- 


ed the centre of the Indian population on 


the whole river. They were a semi-agri- 
cultural people. The broad intervales, to 
the extent of several hundred acres, were 
cleared and cultivated with corn. From 
what can be gleaned of their condition, it 
is probable that they were among the most 
populous of any tribe in Maine, previous to 
1617, when they suffered from the plague 
which carried off so many Indians through- 
out New England. 

No tribe of Indians was more dreaded 
by the whites than the Rokomekos. They 
would turn off from the river through the 
northern part of what is now Cumberland 
County, and pounce upon the settlers of the 
seaport towns, killing and taking captive 
the inhabitants, or coming down the river 
in a flotilla of canoes, prowl along the 
shores, or at a later period, through the in- 
fluence of the French, they would ascend | 
the river, go to Canada, join the French, 
and again descend to the sea-coast to anni- 
hilate, if possible, the English settlements, | 
They embraced the Indians up and down 
the Androscoggin river, from Lewiston 
Falls to its source. 
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Our knowledge of the condition of the 


Indians about Rokomeko is very limited. 
They had cornfields near Rumford Falls 
and at Rumford Point. 

It is not known whether there was a dis- 
tinct tribe at Lewiston Falls, Some of the 
Pennacook Indians fled from their tribe in 
New Hampshire through fear of the Mo- 
hawks, and built a fort there about the 
year 1680, so that this place constituted a 
sort of garrison for the protection of their 
families while the men were away from 
home. The excellent facilities for fishing 
at the Falls must have always attracted the 
Indians to that place. 

At Bethel, about two and a half miles 
above the village, there was undoubtedly 
a small tribe, possibly a branch of the Ro- 
komekos, as they were said to have carried 
tpeir dead to Rokomeko for burial. They 
had left the place long before the town 
was settled, as quite large trees had grown 
up in their corn-fields. About twenty cel- 
lars for the storage of corn, a dozen or 
more gun barrels, kettles, hoes, and other 
implements were found by the first settlers, 
indicating that they had left in a hurried 
manner. 


CartTripGE Paper 1n 1778.—When the 
American army entered Philadelphia, in 
June, 1778, upon the evacuation of the 
English troops, there was a want of paper 
titted for the construction of cartridges, 
It was advertised for, and but a small quan 
tity procured. An order was then issued 
demanding its instant production by all 
people in that city who had it. This pro 
duced but little, and most probably on ac- 
count of its scarcity. A file of soldiers was 
then ordered to make search for it in every 
place where any was likely to be found. 
Among other places visited in July, 1778, 
was a garret in a house in which Benjamin 
Franklin had previously had his printing 
office. Here were discovered about twenty- 
five hundred copies of a sermon which the 
Rev. Gilbert Tenant had written (printed 
by Franklin) upon “ Defensive War,” to 
rouse the colonists during the French 
troubles, They were all taken and used 


| as cases for musket cartridges, and at once 
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sent to the army, and most of them were 
used at the battle of Monmouth. The re- 
_— in cartridge paper were, of course, 
thinness, strength, pliability, and inflamma- 
bility, and such paper was necessarily 


searce then. JI.ME 
New Yorx. 


Inprans rv Orancre County. — Oshas- 
quemonus, the chief of the Minsies tribe 
(the word having become corrupted into 
“ Minisink,” see Eager’s Hist. of Orange 
Co., p. 407, and Stone’s Life of Brandt), 
was one of the signers to the deed of the 
large Minisink Patent. Besides him, eleven 
other chiefs signed, though all did not be- 
long to the same tribe, but set up some 
hunting and other ancient rights to the 
land. He was a chief of the Wawayanda 
tribe, whose village was located as early 
or rather as late) as 1704, upon the Ott 

ill, near Campbell Hall, and near the 
point where the Beaver Dam empties into 
that stream. He was also one of the sign- 
ers to what is known as the Wawayanda 
Patent. This last patent was intended by 
the chiefs to cover but sixty thousand acres, 
but, when subsequently surveyed, was dis- 
covered to contain nearly or quite one 
hundred and fifty; but as the grant was 
made by meter and bounds, and no parti- 
cular number of acres was mentioned in it, 
it could not, by the decisions of the Eng- 
lish Courts, be revoked, nor the quantity 


of land be diminished to the intention of 


the Indians. Its date was March 5, 1703, 
and though the English Governor, upon 
ascertaining the mistake, petitioned Queen 
Anne to reduce the quantity, yet nothing 
was heard from the petition—at least no- 
thing was doneto that end. Among the 
other signers to this patent were Rapingo- 
nick (who died about 1730 at the Dela- 
ware Gap); Wawastawaw, Moghopuck 
(who subsequently lived on the flats now 
known as Haverstraw) ; Comelawaw, Nana- 
witt, Ariwimack (who was chief of the 
tribe then occupying the low grounds on 
the Wallkill, extending from near Goshen, 
down that stream to Shawangunks in Ulster 
County); Rumbout (a Minsies) ; Gulia- 
paw (whose tribe had their village near 
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-Long Pond, one of the feeders of the Mor- 
ris Canal). This village was within fifty 
rods of the north end of the pond, and in 
the vicinity many rude utensils, and arrow- 
heads, and some stone axes, have been 
found. What is now known as Warwick 
Creek, was formerly called Wawayanda 
Creek, after an early tribe. At the early 
settlement of the lands along it (about 1742), 
there were some evidences of a fortified 
Indian village at the point where the War- 
wick falls into the Pochuck Creek. About 
1811, a large number of Indian bones (sup- 
posed to be such from the earthen-ware 
found with them), were discovered between 
two large flat stones in the immediate 
vicinity of the confluence of the two 
streams. There were evidences of a vil- 
lage at the mouth of the Tinbrook when 
the Wileman Patent was granted in 1709. 
Also one on the west bank of the Wall- 
kill, near where a part of the army, known 
as the Virginia Line, lay encamped in 
1782. Another is known to have existed 
on the old Palatine Road, north of the vil- 
lage of Wardsbridge (now Montgomery), 
and near the site of the Lutheran church 
which the Germans erected who settled 
the Patent called Germantown, guaranteed 
in 1722. At Crist’s Mill, near by, the 
remnant of a tribe is known to have lived 
as late as the old French war in 1755. The 
streams through Orange County abounded 
in otter and beaver in the early part of the 
last century, and this fact probably accounts 
for the large number of small tribes who 
have left proofs of their existence upon the 
banks of them. Some few years since an 
instrument of polished stone, evidently 
made to dress these animals, was discover- 
ed in the bed of the Beaver Dam near the 
old church at Neelytown. General John 
MacBride, of Hamptonburgh (still living), 
remembers to have seen the remains of a 
beaver dam upon the small stream which 
empties into the Otter Kill upon his farm. 
There was an Indian settlement within 
half a mile of this place in 1811, 
J. M. E. 
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Tue ANNIVERSARY OF SHAKSPEARE’S 
Deatu.—We are glad to observe that the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
has voted to properly observe the three 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Shakspeare. At a recent meeting, the 
details of the celebration were referred 
to the government of the Society. On 
that occasion, one of the members spoke 
as follows: 

Mr. President: With your permission, I 
intend to bring before this meeting a mat- 
ter which I believe to be of interest to this 
Society. It is known to us all that the 
three hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of Shakspeare takes place on the twenty- 
third day of April of the current year. It 
is understood that appropriate notice of 
this event will be taken in England. But 
Ihave yet to learn that any measures have 
been inaugurated in this country for the 
celebration of that day. Should it be suffer- 
ed to pass by without something being 
done by way of commemoration in this 
western world, the neglect cannot fail, 
in my opinion, to cause us disgrace. 

England was, it is true, the birthplace of 
the greatest writer in our language, but he 
belongs to us as much as to the land of his 
nativity. There are probably fifty readers 
of him in the United States to one reader 
in Great Britain. I have been informed by 
a bookseller that he has frequently. sold 
new copies of Shakspeare’s works for one} 
dollar and twenty-five cents each. Does) 
any one suppose that this book has ever 
been on sale in England at five or six shil- 
lings sterling ? 

he question very naturally arises : 
“Whose business is it to provide for the 
celebration suggested ?” 

Boston has long claimed to be the Lite- 
rary Emporium, the Athens of America. 
There are now, as there always have been, 





among us scientific and literary men, poets 
(perhaps), poetasters certainly, who in 
their own estimation and that of their 
friends are deserving of high honor. One 
would think that some of these would 
move in the matter. Veneration for the 
mighty dead, a deep appreciation of his 
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have learned from him, and even an esprit 
de corps would, we should suppose, have 
prompted them to take measures that the 
birthday of Shakspeare should not pass un- 
noticed. But, as yet, all is still in that 
quarter. Perhaps it is as well. Should 
some of them attempt to commemorate 
him in song, the words which the object 
of their rhyme puts into the mouth of one 
of his characters might be applicable: 


I had rather be a kitten, and cry—mew, 

Than one of these same metre ballad mongers! 

I had rather hear a brazen canstick turn’d, 

Or a dry wheel grate on an axletree; 

And that would set my teeth nothing on edge, 

Nothing so much as mincing poetry ; 

Tis like the forced gait of a shuffling nag, 
[First Part King Henry IV., Act, III. Se. 1.] 


If, then, those upon whom it might 
seem to be incumbent to do this will not 
move, [ would suggest that this Society 
should do something. Our title indicates 
the objects of our labors to be History 
and Genealogy. Both of these are so 
closely connected with English antecedents 
that we cannot separate them if we would. 
English history is our history till within 
less than two hundred and fifty years; it is 
measurably our history till within less than 
a century; and even now we have no 
small sympathy in the public movements 
of our fatherland. Our genealogy, how- 
ever much it has become spread out over 
this “ boundless continent,” finds its source 
on English territory. Shakspeare lived in 
an age when maritime discovery was 
active. One of his warmest friends and 
most munificent benefactors was that Earl 
of Southampton, whose name appears in 
one of the early patents of the region in 
which we dwell. The poet’s works are 
marked by mention of places discovered in 
his time, and are illustrated by tales brought 
home by early American voyagers. 

These facts, and others which might be 
named, seem to render it proper that this 
Society should celebrate in some way the 
three hundredth anniversary of his birth. 
And should it so happen that ours should 
be the only celebration of this event in 
America, or even in New England, it will 


matchless powers, gratitude for what they! redound much to the credit of this Society, 
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and be a pleasant thing in our annals for 
posterity to read. 

On account of personal reasons, Mr. 
President, I submit no motion, but would 
beg leave to suggest that a committee be 
raised, at this meeting, with full powers to 
make the necessary arrangements for the 
celebration which has been spoken of. 

Latry Ope on Wasuincton.—The fol- 
lowing from the Pennsylvania Magazine 
of October, 1775, may interest your read- 
ers : 


In Gro. WASHINGTON DUCIS SUPREMI MUNERE A 
SENATU, POPULOQUE AMERICANO DONATUM. 


Te voeat Boston, (ubi dux iniquus 
Obsidit cives miseros, et obstat, 
Urbe quo cedant minus ;) excita 

Pristina virtus. 


Prospere cedat, bone, quod pararis. 

Oceidunt cives, gladio petita 

Heu perit virgo misere! atque clamor 
Personat aures, 


Di boni dent nunc tibi que precamur 
Sospitem ac reddant populo dolenti ¢ 
Hostium turmas subito repellas 

Cede furentes, 


Te manent plausus, favor et benignus 
Omnium quotquot tenet ora nostra 
Quo ruit sevus sanie profusus 
Indicus olim. 
H. P, W. 
PRILaDELPHia. 


QUERIES. 

DescenDanTs OF JoHN FENWICKE. — 
Where can I find a genealogical account 
of the descendants of John oan the 
early Quaker settler in New Jersey ? 

P. 


Ricuarp Cox.—A New Jersey Masonic 
Committee appointed to write a Masonic 
History of that State, report that Richard 
Cox was the first Provincial Grand Master 
of America. Where was Henry Price at 
that time ? 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


[apt 


street, upon which is a building that the 
tradition of the neighborhood says was at 
a time prior to the Revolution the Town 
Jail. The walls, from their thickness and 
appearance, would seem to warrant the 
statement of its use. As the city authori- 
ties are about to remove the building, it 
occurs to the writer that some of our citi- 
zens may know the facts in regard to it, 
and, if so, would be glad to examine the 
premises before the ancient edifice is taken 
down. Can any antiquarian enlighten us 
in regard to this subject ? 


A Poxrricat Lesson.—Can any of your 
readers give an explanation of the follow- 
ing political caricature? The plate is a 
well executed mezzotint, ten by thirteen 
inches, entitled “ A Political Lesson.” It 
represents a richly dressed old gentleman 
booted and spurred, just thrown from his 
horse, his head striking a broken mile- 
stone, on which is inscribed : “To Boston, 
VI. miles,” His hat and wig are on the 
ground. Near the milestone is a finger- 
board inscribed: “To Salem.” The sk 
looks loving. Besides the table, the fol- 
lowing is under the plate: J. Dixon, inve- 
nit et fecit. Published 7 Septr. 1774. Pr. 
1s. 6d. Printed for John Bowles, at No. 
13 in Cornhill. 

A Sratvx on Tue Batrery, New Yorx. 
—I recently heard an old resident assert, 
quite positively, that many years since there 
stood on the Battery an equestrian statue, 
in marble or bronze, of some public charac- 
ter. I can find no corroboration of this 
statement. I suppose it must be a mistake 
for the Pitt statue recently presented to 
the Historical Society. From the age of 
my informant, it could not be the old leaden 
affair of King George. Can any reader 
enlighten me? w. 


Tre Arms or HaArBERDINCK. — What 
has become of the arms of Jan Harber- 
dinck, which used to be back of the pulpit 
in the North Dutch Church, New York ? 


Prison Watts 1n Boston.—The city of}It is a pity to see the mementos of old 


Boston has recently come into possession 
of an estate upon Cross street, near North 


benefactors of churches thus displaced. 
H. 
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REPLIES. 


Waum Wuaams.—(Vol. viii., p. 79.) A 
copy of this work, with the original con- 
tract for publishing it, in the handwritin 
of 8. G. Goodrich (Peter Parley), an 
signed by him, Nov. 15, 1827, is in my 
possession. At that time the contents of 
the book had not been written, but before 
the ensuing Christmas, less than thirty 
days, the whole matter was banded to the 

ublisher. The authors, who were mem- 

ers of a Literary Club, were James W. 
Miller, Oliver C. Wyman, Moses Whitney, 
Jr., and Henry J. Finn. All of these gen- 
tlemen, except the second named, are de- 
ceased. Of Mr. Miller, it is said that he 
has written some of the sweetest verses in 
the English language; the second named 
is well known as one of our best writers 
of satiric and humorous verse; the third 
was a well known contributor to our 
magazines and to the daily press; the last 
named—the lamented Finn—the inimi- 
table actor and artist, was lost in the ill- 


fated steamer Lexington, January 13, 
1840. The designs for the cover and the 
tail-piece, as well as the verses on the title- 


page, and the 12, 19, 22, 27, 30, and 31 
articles were written by him. The 16 and 
37 were by Mr. Whitney. The 5, 7, 9, 15, 
20, 29, 33, 34, 36, 39, 40, and 43, were by 
Mr. Miller; the remaining twenty-five arti- 
cles were by Mr. Wyman. Soon after its 
issue here, a London firm re-published it, 
and it met with a ready sale. 

Mr. Wyman edited “ Poems and Sketch- 
es,” by James W. Miller, with a notice of 
his life, in 1829. 

Of the three writers above named, who 
are deceased, their companion can truly 
say : 

“Green be the turf above them, 
Friends of my better days; 
None knew them but to love them, 
None named them but to praise,” 


J.C. 
Boston, March, 1864. 


Txomas Oprorne.—Is the following his 


only work ? 
The Progress of Refinement. A Poem 
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in three Books, to which are added a 
Poem on Fame and Miscellanies. By 
Thomas Odiorne. Boston: Printed by 
Young & Etheridge, opposite to the en- 
trance of the Branch Bank, State street, 
1791. J.C 
Boston. 


Societies and their Proceedings, 


ILLINOIS. 


Curcaco Historican Society.—The monthly 
meeting was held March 15th, W. L. Newberry 
Esq., President, in the chair, The total collec- 
tions for the past two months (including 135 
bound books) were 1,053, from 106 contribu- 
tions. They embraced the entire documentary 
publications of the Provincial Government of 
Canada, 1858-1863, with numerous publications 
from the United States and Great Britain. 

The correspondence for the same time—ninety- 
one letters written, and forty received—was 
submitted. Letters accepting membership were 
read from Mr, Alpheus Todd, Librarian of the 
“Parliament Library,” Quebec, Hon. Henry 
8. Baird of Wisconsin, and Mr. N. 8. Cushing 
of Chicago. 

A valuable r was presented at the meet- 
ing from Prof. H. Bannister, of the “Garrett 
Biblical Institute,” Illinois, being a translation 
from the German of J. G. Miiller, executed’ by 
Prof. Bannister, of an essay on “ 7'he Idea of the 
Great Spirit among the Indians of North Ameri- 
cea,” elaborately written, with comprehensive 
references to authorities, 

Three papers were then read, obligingly pre- 
pared for the society by Hon. Henry 8. Bait , 
an early and esteemed resident of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

Their titles were as follows: 1. “The Early 
Commerce and Navigation on the Upper or 
Northwestern Lakes;” 2. “Indian ‘Tribes, 
Chiefs and Treaties;” 3. “The Green Bay 
Fisheries—a Sketch.” 

The several papers called forth interesting 
remarks, especially from the President, who was 
requested to put in writing his personal recollec- 
tions of the early commerce, settlement, and 
improvements of the Upper Lake region, for the 
benefit of the society. Forcible remarks were 
also made on the xativnal importance of securing 
full, reliable, and detailed statistics and particu- 
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lars of the “ Fisheries of the Great Lakes’”—an 


industry whose products, it is believed, much 
surpass any estimate now formed. 

Mr. Baird reports the annual catch “on Green 
Bay proper”—exclusive of the large fishing es- | 
tablishments situated on Lake Michigan, north | 
and south of the entrance to Green Bay, also on | 
the Fox River above the Bay, and Winnebago | 
Lake, where large quantities are yearly taken 
and salted for export or consumed at home—at | 
30,000 to 35,000 barrels. 

The catch—classified as to relative quantities | 
taken—he thus enumerates: 1. White Fish; ' 
2. Trout; 3. Herring; 4. Pickerel; 5. Black | 
and White Bass, Catfish, Pike, Red-Horse, Suck- | 
ers, about equal. Other varieties taken are | 
Sturgeon, Mullet, Muskanongee, with a great! 
variety of “ Pan-fish.” The Trout abounds in 
the small streams on the west side of Green Bay. 

Mr. Baird gave interesting details of the modes 
of taking fish adopted by the Indians, and at 
the present day, noticing the general complaint | 
against the use of “pound nets,” as very de-| 
structive to the fish, many of which are caught | 
and perish in the meshes of the nets, corrupting | 
the surrounding water. 

The recent decease of Dr. Franklin Scammon 
—a founder, late Treasurer, and a Resident Life 
Member of the society; also first Professor of 
Botany in the University of Chicago—was 
announced by the Secretary ; who was followed 
by impressive remarks from E. B. McCagg, Esq. 
Mr. McCagg submitted resolutions expressive 
of the high and honorable esteem in which the 
deceased was held, which were unanimously 
adopted. 





MAINE. 


Marne Historicat Socrery.—Augusta, March, 
1864.—The Maine Historical. Society held a 
meeting in the Court-House. 

Judge Williamson, of Belfast, read a paper in 
the afternoon on Slavery in Maine, giving ac- 
count of the kidnapping of Indians, and show- 
ing that in early times negro slaves were held in 
what is now the State of Maine, at Kittery and 
as far east as Pownalboro. 

Rev. Mr. Ballard, of Brunswick, read a paper 
relating to Indian Treaties. 

Rev. D. Cushman, of Warren, an interesting 
paper on the Clam Shell Deposits of the State, 
showing that, like the oyster shell deposits on 
the Damariscotta, they are all found in pleasant 


e 
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ment by the aborigines; and from the fact that 
they are invariably so found—though now mostly 
killed out by sawdust deposits—he argued that 
these shell deposits were furmed by human 
hands, the clams having been gathered for food. 

In the evening Bishop Burgess, of Gardiner, 
read a paper contributed by Hon. Wm. Willis 
of this city—Mr. W. not being present—on 
statistics. 

A letter was received from Hon. W. P. Haines, 


\of Biddeford, accompanying an elaborately car- 


the work of a soldier at Fort 
Wm. Henry, on Lake George, during the old 
French and Indian war. The presentation of 
the relic to the society was made. 

Judge Bourne, of Kennebunk, read a long, 
elaborate, and very able paper on the Popham 
Settlement, in reply to Thornton, of Boston, 
who has argued that a Popham colony was only 
a penal colony. Judge B. controverted this 
idea. 


ved powder-horn 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Massacuvsetts Historica Soctetry.— Boston, 
Feb.—A stated monthly meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society was held at their 
rooms, the President, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
in the chair. After the transaction of the usual 
business, the President paid a tribute to the 
memory of the late Frederick Tudor. We 
copy the closing portion of the eulogy: 

As a cultivator of fruits and flowers, and trees, 
too, at Nahant, he not only placed himself in 
the front rank of horticulturists, but he gave 
a signal instance of how much could be done by 
ingenuity, perseverance, and skill, in overcoming 
the most formidable obstacles of soil and climate, 
and obtaining a victory over nature herself. 

It has been said that New England is a region 
of rocks and ice. Mr. Tudor seemed willing to 
accept it as such, and to be resolved that rocks 
and ice should be the main ministers to his own 
fortune, and through him to the health and hap- 
piness of others. 

I may not omit to add that while New Eng- 
land was his chosen and constant home, he was 
a man of enlarged and earnest patriotism. Tak- 
ing pride in his father’s Revolutionary services, 
and inheriting his place in the society of the 
Cincinnati, he stood fast to the Stars and Stripes 
and to the Union cause, of which they are the 
honored emblem, in adversity as well as in pros- 
perity ; and nowhere has our National banner 
been more frequently or more eagerly displayed 





localities, on southern declivities, on just such 
spots as would naturally be selected for settle- 


on every fit occasion during the past three years, 
than from the windows of his beautiful residence 
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his arm. 


Nor did he fail to observe and to honor true 
heroism in other parts of the world as well as 
It is an interesting fact, that when 
the tidings came to us from the far East of the 
noble endurance and brilliant achievements of 
the lamented Havelock, Mr. Tudor, without 
calling any one to his counsel, or allowing any 
one to share the cost, caused a magnificent sword 
to be made at Springfield, and prepared it with a/| 
suitable inscription to be presented to that great | 
It was unhappily too late to 


in our own. 


Christian hero. 
reach him before his death. 


It only remains for me to offer, in behalf of the 


Standing Committee, the customary resolution: 


Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical | 
Society have learned with deep regret the death 
of their valued associate, Frederick Tudor, Esq,, | 
and that the President be directed to name one 
of our members to prepare a memoir of him for | 


our proceedings. 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


ject, in which Horace Gray, Jr., Esq., Hon. 


James Savage, and Hon. G. T. Davis took part. 


The Society then adjourned. 


New Enoranp Historic Genearocicat So 
crety.—Boston, Wednesday, March 2.—A stated 
meeting was held this afternoon at three o'clock, 
the President, Dr. Lewis, in the chair. 


Rev. M. Bradlee, the corresponding secretary, 
reported letters accepting membership from the 
following persons:—Solomon Piper, E. B. Fos- 


ter, Edward S. Rand, Rev. Lucius Eastman, 
William Whitwell, of Boston,—Henry B. 


Humphrey, of Thomaston, Me., and George 
H. Brown, of Groton, Mass., as resident mem- 


bers; and Alden J. Spooner, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., as a corresponding member. 
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in Bacon street. He was of a spirit to have borne 
it bravely to the battle-field, had an occasion 
occurred before age had impaired the vigor of 
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classmate of Mr. Ward at Harvard College, 
offered the following resolution, which he pre- 
faced by some remarks upon the character of his 
friend, He esteemed it the highest praise that 
could be bestowed upon a man to say that he 


had been a useful member of society. Mr. 
Ward he considered eminently such a man :— 
Resvlved, That in the recent and sudden 


‘death of Andrew H. Ward, Esq., of West New- 
jton, we deplore the loss of a venerable and very 
jearly member of the society; and that as a 
benefactor, genealogist, and courteous gentle- 
man, we shall long cherish the memory of this 
excellent man. 

This resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Prof. Calvin E. Stone, D.D., of Andover, read 
a paper in which he described the life and doc- 
trines of the celebrated Jonathan Edwards. For 
more than an hour he held an unusually large 
audience in profound attention. The paper was 
an erudite, eloquent, and masterly production— 
a voice ex cathedrd. 

He began with a fascinating picture of the angel- 
\like character of that young Christian of seventeen 





| —Miss Pierpont, of New Haven, whom Edwards 
Hon. Emory Washburne read an elabora‘e paper | 
on villenage and slavery in England, which was 
followed by an interesting discussion on this sub- 


married; and proceeded to give a brief narrative 
of Mr. Edwards's life, and the extraordinary in- 
fluence of his ministerial labours; perhaps a 
purer character has never adorned the history of 
New England. He then undertook the elabo- 
rate task of expounding his great work on the 
“Will.” After giving some account of his very 
numerous writings, some of which have never 
'been published, he gave an exposition of his 
theology and its over-shadowing influence in the 
early Divinity schools; then of Samuel Hopkin, 
his successor, whose famous creed for a term 
|darkened the religious world; then of Joseph 
Bellamy, the successor of Hopkins, who took up 
the line of religious metaphysics and went on; 
}and then of Nathaniel Emmons, one of the best 
and most devout of men, at the head of another 
system. The views of Dr. Timothy Dwight, of 
whose theology he spoke in exalted terms; of 
Dr. Leonard Woods, Dr. Lyman Beecher, and 


| 





Mr. Sheppard, the librarian, reported that|Dr. Nathaniel W. Taylor, all eminent divines 
during the last month donations had been re-|and at the head of numerous partisans, were all 
ceived of 101 volumes, 66 pamphlets, a port-| set forth, and Prof. Stowe concluded after all, that 
folio of manuscripts from the estate of the late | these systems, and all other systems of divinity, 
George Eddy Henshaw, and an invoice of 1790| were mere human inventions, and in their nature 


of a Japan merchant, written in Dutch. Seventy- 
five of the above volumes were the gift of the 
librarian from his own library. 


‘cannot rest on any immutable law; because they 
‘have been and aiways will be changing; leaving 
}man’s hope of salvation on the belief and prac- 


Mr. Trask, the historiographer, read a memoir | tice of a few simple truths. 


of the late Andrew Henshaw Ward, author of| 


Rev. William S. Bartlet, of Chelsea, proposed 


the History of Shrewsbury, &c., a resident| that the society celebrate, on the 23d of April 


member, who died at Newtonville, February 
18, in his eightieth year, 


John H. Sheppard, the librarian, who was a 


|of Shakspeare. 


next, the two hundredth anniversary of the birth 
In England appropriate notice 
will be taken of this event; but he had yet to 
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learn that any measures had been taken in this 
country to celebrate it. Should it be suffered to 
pass by without notice in this western world, the 
neglect, he thought, could not fail to cause us 
disgrace ; for Shakspeare belongs to us as much 
as to the land of his nativity, and he has a much 
larger number of readers in the United States 
than in England. 

The matter was referred for action to the 
Board of Directors. 


NEW YORK. 


American Numismatic Socrery.—New York, 
March 11.—This Society held a special meeting 
on Friday evening, for the election of officers 
for the ensuing year. The following gentlemen 
were elected, the election in each case being 
afterwards made unanimous :— 

President—Frank H. Norton (Astor Library). 

Vice-President—Dr. Geo. H. Perine. 

Recording Secretary—Jas. Oliver. 

Corresponding Secretary—Francis A. Wood, 
68 E. 17th st. 

Treasurer—J, Hanna, 

Curator and Librarian—Edward Groh. 

The Society took up the request of the 
Committee of the Metropolitan Fair for a 
loan for exhibition, laid over from the last 
meeting. Qn motion, the Society resolved to 
send a portion of its collection of coins and 
medals as a loan to the Fair; and the President 
appointed Mes=rs. Hanna, E. Groh, Perine, and 
Wood a committee to carry the resolution into 
effect. 

A number of donations of coins, Confederate 
and other notes, etc., were made by various 
gentlemen, when the meeting adjourned. 

This Society has now fully reorganized, and 
holds its regular meetings on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month, in the Ladies’ 
Reading Room of the Society's Library. 

Its collection of coins and medals comprises 
upwards of 1000 specimens, and it also possesses 
a library of about 150 volumes and pamphlets. 

Any information in regard to coins or medals 
will be cheerfully afforded by the Society, 
through its Secretary, who will also receive ap- 
plications for membership. 


Borrato Hisroricat Socrerr—Buffalo, Feb. 
1864.—The weekly club meetings of the Society 
have been held as follows: January 2lst, at 


Rev. Dr. Chester’s, when a paper was read by | 
Laurentius G. Sellstedt, on the Life and Character | 
s, as an artist; January|The matter had been introduced at the late 


of the late Wm. J. Wilgu 
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@ paper on the Manufacture of Iron in Buffalo; 
February Ist, at 8S. 8. Jewett’s, when a paper 
was read by Colonel William A. Bird, on the 
Boundary Survey between the United States 
and the British Provinces. 

George R. Babcock said that a very important 
era in our lake commerce, was the placing of 
the first steamboat on the Upper Lakes—the 
Walk-in-the-Water. In view of the immense 
importance which the steamboat interest has 
since attained, it seems surprising that persons 
yet in active business among us saw that first 
boat built. Henry Daw, of this city, was one of 
them, and he moved that Mr. Daw, at his con- 
venience, collect the facts in regard to the build- 
ing of that vessel, and her history up to the time 
of her shipwreck ; which motion was carried. 

Mr. Daw remarked that, when at Detroit 
recently, he saw at the rooms of the Historical 
Society there, a drawing of the Walk-in-the- 
Water, made by a young man who was a passen- 
ger on the boat at the time she was lost. 

G. W. Clinton thought it was desirable for 
the Society to have a picture of that first steam- 
boat, and also one of the last of the great side- 
wheel steamers, the City of Buffalo. 

H. W. Rogers desired to see likenesses of all 
the old citizens in the rooms of the Society—of 
the Mayors, Gen. Potter, Col. Blossom, B. D. 
Coe, etc. He said that Dr. Winne had a pencil 
portrait of the late John Root, and on his motion 
it was voted that application be made to Dr. 
Winne for it. : 

The following gentlemen were elected corre- 
sponding members: 

Austin Flint, M.D., New York; Chas. A. Lee, 
M.D., Peekskill; E. M. Moore, M.D., Roches- 
ter; Wm. H. Bull, Bath, N. Y.; Henry R. Mygatt, 
Oxford, N. Y.; J. Watts DePeyster, Tivoli, N. 
Y.; Frank H. Hamilton, M.D., New York. 
Also as honorary members: Rev. Samuel M. 
Fisher, D.D., Clinton, N. Y.; Hiland Hall, 
Bennington, Vt. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Historicat Socrety or Pennsyivanta.—Phi- 
ladelphia, March, 1864.—The Society held its 
regular monthly meeting at their Hall in 
the Atheneum, An unusually large number 
of members were present, attracted as well 
by the interest now so frequently had in the 
proceedings, as by the anticipation that pos- 
sibly some definite initiatory decision might be 
had on the subject of a New Historical Hall. 


25th, at M. P. Bush’s, when John Wilkeson read! annual meeting, where some gentlemen gave it 





1864,] HISTORICAL 


as their opinion that a sum could be raised suffi- 


ciently large to erect a hall somewhat like that) 
of the New York Historical Society at that mo- 


ment, 

The following named gentlemen were appoint- 
ed a committee to have general charge for the 
building of a hall for the Society :—Hon. Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Hon. John M, Read, Joseph Harri- 
son, Charles Macalestor, Joseph Patterson, John 
Jordan, J. Francis Fisher, I. William Wallace, 
Wm. Duane, Wm. Bucknell, J. Morris Waln, A. 
G. Cattell, A. G. Coffin, A. G. Fell, H. N. Brough- 
ton, and Colonel G. W. Childs. 

Colonel Childs offered a resolution, providing 
for the appointment of a committee to procure 
the photographs of recent battle-fields, which 
was unanimously adopted. 

A list of valuable historical contributions to 
the Society was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. William Dewey, of Philadelphia, present- 
ed a curious manuscript formerly owned by Mr. 
Anthony Benezet, and apparently all in the 
handwriting of that well Slew and excellent 
citizen of ancient Philadelphia. It was a book 
of the discipline of Friends, and went back to 
A.D. 1719. Among the queries which Friends 
directed to be made in 1747 are these : 

“ Are Friends careful to attend their meetings 
both on First-days and other days of the week ? 
Do they refrain sleeping in meeting, or do they 
accustom themselves to snuffing or chewing to- 
bacco in meeting? Are there any Friends that 
frequent music houses, or go to dancing or gam- 
ing? Do Friends observe the advice of former 
meetings, not to encourage the importation of 
negroes, nor buy them after imported ?” 

Mr. HG.J ones, the Corresponding Secretary, 
read the following letter from John William 
Wallace, Esq., lately elected a Vice-President :— 
No. 728 Spruce street, Feb. 22, 1864.—Sir :—I 
have received your communication of the 10th 
instant, informing me of my election as a Vice- 
President of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania for the year 1864-5. 

I am obliged to the members of the Histori- 
cal Society. Not having had at any time active 
relations to the body, I receive it as a mark of 
their good-will. 

At no time, I think, of our national history, 
so much as now, have duties fallen on those 
persons who form the Historical Associations of 
the country. The great, immediate, and practi- 
cal interests of the conflict going on about us 
are so absorbing that we are scarcely conscious 
of anything in the scene but a great, immediate, 
and practical issue. In some senses, it is well 
that we should see no more. 

Yet in the moral interest of it all, in the dis- 
play of armies which it exhibits, in the scenes 


, 
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and occurrences of battle, which stand out as 
upon a foreground, it cannot be doubted that 
the events of the day which is passing over us 
are destined to form for succeeding ages a theme 
of inexhaustible and still deepening interest. 

We are, I suppose, so much, ourselves, par- 
takers in these events; we are so entirely of 
this age and of its type, that we are not capable, 
perhaps, of estimating, in their full truth and 
genuine character, either the events themselves, 
or the persons who appear to originate and give 
them definition. We see no great deal, perhaps, 
in either persons or events, which resembles the 
type of that heroism and of that statesmanship 
which history has thus far considered the Ame- 
rican type, dignified and remarkable type, no 
doubt, and one which perhaps will never be re- 
produced ; the type, I mean, of that day which 
achieved our Independence, and established our 
Constitution; the day of 1776 and 1787. 

Yet it cannot be denied, I apprehend, that 
both the events and the men of this day have 
their own type; a remarkable type also; one 
which, if it finds no exemplar in any previous 
age or in any other country, is probably not the 
less a genuine type in its relations to greatness. 
It is a type cast in the mould of a new and in- 
dividual creation ; the product of that indigenous 
and self-vital spirit which inhabits a vast country 
of popular institutions; a spirit of power strong 
in its own strength. 

Time alone, “in whose train Truth walks ever 
slow and late,” can reveal how far the whole, or 
part of this, is true. 

In the meantime, sir, it seems to me that the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania rightly en- 
larges its designs and labors. Not forgetting 
the ancient duties of the past, and continuing 
still to rescue from dumb forgetfulness the re- 
cords of earlier days, it is of late, in some sort, 
“leaving the things that are behind,” in order 
to preserve for future times our now present 
fame and records; records and a fame which, 
when this present shall have become the pas 
will thus stand forth genuine, undimmed, an 
honorable. 

The Society, I believe, is now collecting, in 
justice to her children, whatever illustrates 
great passing events, and whatever conduces to 
the true appreciation of distinguished living cha- 
racter among them. Trophies of Gettysburg 
which are now gathered in its halls prove this. 
The zeal with which she has co-operated in esta- 
blishing the State Cemetery on that battle-field 
is an evidence in the same direction. The pro- 
position lately made, I understand, for the erec- 
tion of a new Historical Hall and for placing 
the historical honor of the Commonwealth 
with greater external dignity before its peo- 
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ple, includes perhaps and illustrates the same|ing the above name has been organized in the 
idea. City of Providence by a few gentlemen interested 
Certainly, in a country like ours, where every- jin Numismatics. 
thing which belongs to individual or family dis-| In consideration that they are as yet upon the 
tinction is fugitive, where neither the greatest | first round of the ladder, their prospects are very 
of our statesmen nor the most successful of our | auspicious, and as the members all manifest deep 
Generals can become the founder of a powerful|interest in the cause, they hope to make an 
and enduring house, it is the duty of our histo-| interesting and profitable association. 
rical societies to collect and preserve the muni-| The meetings are held monthly. The follow- 
ments of true greatness wheresoever exhibited|ing are the officers elected for the year ensu- 
throughout the country. History, in her own | ing:— 
time, will assume the pen and immortatize it for) President—Robert B. Chambers; Vice-Presi- 
the nations. jdent—George J. Paine; Secretary—Desmond 
Were the Historical Society of Pennsylvania! FitzGerald; Zreasurer—Edward H. Robinson; 
less fortunate, sir, in its President, or were my | Cubinet Keeper—Charles A. Cooper. 
fellow officers less able to discharge the duties 
in his rare and always regretted absence, I 
should hardly be willing to accept the post you — 
offer me, when duties, such as eos I speak of, 
attend its offices of trust. As it is, sir, I receive 
the mark of your kindness with thanks, and : 
with the expectation of indulgence for my dis- Tiscellang, 
charge of its labors. _— 
I have the honor to be, with great truth, your) Asa step in bibliographical progress, may be 
obedient servant, noticed the first successful attempts at printing 
Joux Witutam Wattace. [on vellum in this country. The earliest actual 
Horatio Gates Jones, Esq., Corresponding Sc-| specimens executed were three copies of a rare 
cretary of the Historical Society of Pennsylva-|Cromwellian tract, Z':e Soldier's Pocket Bible—a 
nia. little manual of Scripture texts, drawn up for 
Mr. H. G. Jones, the Corresponding Secretary, | the use of the Commonwealth Army, and re- 
exhibited an original unpublished letter of Gene- | printed by Mr. George Livermore, from one of the 
ral Washington, in these wo:ds. The address,| two known copies that are extaut, It consists 
fortunately for the fame of the person to whom|of three or four leaves only. The vellum 
it had been directed, had been torn off :— copies were printed by Houghion, of Cambridge, 
Heapovarrers, Mornstown,) | at the well known Riverside press. More re- 
22d February, 1777. S |cently Prof. Allen, of the University of Penn- 
Smr:—The cry of want of provisions comes} sylyinia, has caused two copies of his Lise of 
to me from all quarters. General Maxwell) Pjilidor to be printed on vellum, at the office 
writes word that his men are starving. Gene-|of Sherman and Co., of Philadelphia. It forms 
ral Johnson, of Maryland, yesterday, informed |g post octavo volume of some 200 pages, so is a 
me that his people draw none. This difficulty, | considerable specimen of this elegant application 
I understand, prevails also at Chatham. What, | of the typographic art. We have not heard how 
sir, is the meaning of this? And why were| far these specimens have overcome the difficul- 
you so desiious of excluding o:hers from this} ties presented by the material; but both in 
bus:ness, when you are unable to accomplish it| England and France all attempts at producing 
yourself? Consider, I beseech you, the conse-| an article like the delicate soft vellum of a rich 
quences of this neglect; and exert yourself to|c,eam color, or ivory hue, employed by the 
remedy the evil and complaints, which cannot be | [talian printers of the fifieenth and sixteenth 
less fatal to the army than disagreeable to centuries, have failed, and the secret of' its 
Sir, your very humble servant, manufacture mzy be considered one of the lost 
Go. WasHincron. | arts, Kven the bibliographical enterprise of Dr. 
After the trinsaction of a few items of busi-| Dibdin failed before tie difficulties of a vellum 
ness of no public interest, the meeting adjourned. | impression of any of his wo:ks. He commenced 
to print a single copy of his Zypographical Anti- 
quties of England in this style, but abandoned 











: . the attempt when a few sheets had been exe- 

RHODE ISLAND. cuted, and the unique copy of this specimen, as 

Tae Ruope Istanp Nemiswatic Assoctation. | far as it was proceeded with, is now in the 
—Providence, March 15th, 1864. A society bear-| choice library of an amateur at Providence, R. I. 





